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ADVERTISEMENt. 



After the preliminary works which have 
already appeared to simplify the Mythology 
of the Ancients^ and adapt it for the female 
mind, this publication may perhaps be 
deemed superfluous ; and the only apology 
ihe Author can ofier is the opportunity it pre- 
sented of contrasting the truths of Christi- 
anify with the errors of Pagan superstition. 
And at a moment when our dearest interests 
in Religion, and our hopes of salvation are 
assailed on every side, and undermined in 
every form, she trusts she shall be pardoned 
this feeble attempt to intermingle with the 
daily lessons of the rising generation that 
Great Cause, which involves their future 
and eternal happiness. 
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The following outline of the Greek and 
Roman Mythology, which is considered 
as su£Scient to gire a genera! view of the 
subject, has been principally selected from 
Ahhk Tressan*s abridgment of the learned 
and voluminous labors of Abb6 Banier, and 
v^hich, from the historical and moral ex- 
planation it contains, is recommended as 
a yrork which may be very profitably 
perused by the learner, while the ensuing 
pages are committed to memory. 



London, Jug. 7,. 1820. 
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MYTHOLOGY. 



The I'i^oTd Mythology is composed of two 
Greek words, Mythos^ fable, and Logos, dis- 
course. It is an explanation of the histories of 
the Gods of the HeaAens, flie greater part of 
whom are not merely beings of imagination, but 
men rendered illustrious by their heroic yirtueff 
andgreatachievements,which,inmanyinstances, 
bear a striking reference to profane history and 
Holy Writ. Ancient writers abound with my- 
thological allusions, and poetry owes to .this 
science some of its most strikingomaments. 



THE ORIGIN OP |i'A3IiE. . , 

The origin of fable is involved in much ob- 
somity. Before the inveotiba of letters, the re- 
Myth. A 
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membranoe of celebrated actions was only pre- 
served by tradition. The human mind is fond 
of the wondeirfhl; and truflinot being found suffi- 
ciently attractiye to satisfy the pride of man, 
he decked her with borrowed ornaments, and 
thought to magnify the reputation of heroes, 
and give a powerful excitement to virtue, by 
embellishing and exaggerating, as great exploits, 
some t>f their most simple actions/ 



OF THE HEROIC OR FABULOUS TIMES. 

Aneiedt -^and mo^lem history agree, that the 
heroic and fabulous times of Greece and Rome 
may be reckoned from the deluge of Ogyges, 
1660 years before Christ, to the establishmeDt 
of the Olynq^iads, which contains a spa^e of 
1900 years. During this period we may reckon 
not only the different orders of Deities, to whom 

* Most of the Greek Tables were derived from Egypt 
aadPhtBDioia, ^bich «pere the Mats ^f arts aad ciyiluadon 
whilst Greece wm in a sttte of j^^orsoce aad barbarisai. 
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diyine honors were paid^ but l&ewise all tiiose 
distingcdsbed leaders of the Grecian colonies, 
the demi-gods and heroes, whose wonderful ex* 
plbits in the conquest of the Golden Fleece, 
or the Argonantic Expedition, and daring Hie 
Theban and Trojan wars, have been the con- 
stant dieme of the ancient poets and histo^ 
rians. Tie times, previons to this period, were 
inToHed in such impenetrable darkness, that the 
Greeks themselves had no certam knowledge 
of them ; and it was not till after the establish- 
ment of the Olympiads, that Ihe history of 
Greece assumed % regular foim. 



TRADITION OF THE GREEKS. 

Ite Greeks traoed the origin of their Deities 
to Ck»lus or Hearen, the most ancient pf tM 
XJods, and Vesta or Earth, the most ancient pf 
the Goddesses. Their sons were called Titep 
and Saturn. Titan being the elder brotheir, the 
light of soToreignty deyolved on biip* TkiB 
he resigned, in compliance with the wipbes of bis 
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motlier Ve^ta^ to his younger brother, on condi- 
tion that he should destroy all his male children^ 
that the empire of the world might return to his 
descendants. Conformably to this agreement, 
Saturn is said to have devoured his sons, as 
jsoon as they were bom. But Cybele, his wife, 
iijaving twins, showed him only Juno, and 
i;ave Jupiter to her priests, called the Curetes, 
in the island of Crete, who brought him up. 
Neptune and Pluto were secreted in the same 
manner. Titan, having discovered this decep- 
tion, made war upon Saturn, conquered and 
imprisoned him with Cybele. When Jupiter 
was arrived at manhood, he vanquished 
Titau aud set his pareuts at liberty. But 
Saturn having been informed that one of his 
children was destined to usurp his j^ceptre, 
conspired the ruin of Jupiter, who, irritated 
at his father's ingratitude, drove him from hea* 
ven. Saturn took refuge in Italy, where he was 
hospitably received by Janus, king of that 
country, who divided his kingdom with him. 
Their reign was distinguished by so much wis^ 
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dom and jaetice, tbat it wM stUed the Goldw 

Age. 



DITISION OF MYTHOLOGY. 

Pagan Mythology may be divided into nine 
parts : — 

1. The celestial Gods and Goddesses. 

2. The inferior Gods and Goddesses. 

3. The marine and river Gods and God- 
desses. 

4. The terrestrial Gods and Goddesses. 

5. The infernal Gods and Goddesses. 

6. The virtaes and vices. 

7. The. heroes or demi-gods. 

8. The Theban and Trojan wars. 

9. Games^ Temples^ Oracles and Sybils. 



CELESTIAL GODS AND GODDESSES. 

These were called the supreme Gods^ at Gods 
of the nc^ionSj and were considered as known 
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and revered by all mankind. They formed the 
Privy Council of Jupiter, presided over the 12 
signs of the Zodiac, and the 12. months of the 
year, and were supposed to be more particu- 
larly employed in the government of mankind. 
They were 12 in number: — 6 Gods, viz. Jupiter, 
Neptune, Mercury, Apollo, Mars, Vulcan; and 
6 Goddesses, viz. Juno, Ceres, Minerva, Vesta, 
Diana, and Venus, 



JUPITER. 



Jupiter was the son of Saturn and Cybele. He 
was stiled the sovereign of Gods and the king 
of men. The appellations, that were bestowed 
upon him, mark the high consideration in which 
he was held, and the universal dominion he pos- 
sessed. He was called Optimus Maximus, or 
the best and greatest; All-powerful ; Diespater, 
the father of day ; Fluvius, as commanding the 
rain ; and the Thimderer, as master of the thun- 
der and lightning. After having wrested the 
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empire of the world from Satom his father^ as 
we have already seen^ he retained the celestial 
regions for himself, assigned the dominion of 
the seas to Neptane, and allotted the infernal 
regions to Plato. He afterwards finally sub- 
dued the Titans^ who attempted to besiege him 
in Mount Olympus, and precipitated them to 
the Idwest depths of Tartarus. He then devoted 
himself to the government of his empire and 
the happiness of mankind. As every nation 
had a different Jupiter, his history is wrapped 
in obscurity and contradiction. He is some- 
times described as the principle of all justice 
and virtue, and often as the wc^akest and most 
criminal of men. He was worshipped as Jupiter 
Ammon in Lybia, as Jupiter Serapis in Egypt^ 
and Jupiter Belus in Assyria. His worship was 
the most solemn of any paid to the Heathen Dei- 
ties, and was diversified according to the attri- 
butes he was distinguished by, and the nations 
who adored him. The victims most commonly 
sacrificed on his* altars were goats> sheep, 
and white bulls with gilded horns. The oak 
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andoliv^ were coDMcmted to him, and ke had 
time celebrated Oracles, that of Dodooa^of 
Trophonins, and of AiBi&on in liybia. He is 
genially represented nnder the figure of a ma- 
jestic man; with a yenerable beard, seated on a 
dtnme, holding a thnnderboU in his right hand, 
and in his left a sceptre of cypress, emblemati- 
cal of the duraMlity of his empire. The Titans 
aie seen trampled imder his feet, and an e^le, 
mth extended wings, is placed at the foot of his 
throne. 



NBPTUNE. 



i 



meptvaxe was ttie son of Satimi and Cybele, 
^d the brother of Jupiterr In the division of his 
father's kingdom, the dominion of the seas fell 
to his share. He presided over ships and 
maritime affairs, and had the power of subduing 
the stormy waves, or raising the most violent tem- 
pests. Besides the name of Neptune, the Greeks 
gave him that of Poseidon, and the Romans, that 
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of Consus, the €rod of Goimsel. The games which 
were celebrated to his honor were caHed, 
Conmalia ; and horses and mules^ which were 
consecrated to him^ were crowned with garlands 
of flowers, and enjoyed a cessation from labor. 
Neptune is generally represented in a vast shell, 
with his wife, Amphitrite, by his side, drawn by 
sea horses : sea nymphs are seen playing romid 
his car, and Tritons and Proteus sounding their 
trampets of shells. 



MERCURY. 



Hercuiy was the son of Jupiter an^ Maia, and 
the ambassador and principal minister of the. 
Gods. He negociated peace, inspired their, 
public ^hai^angueS, presided oyer commerce, and 
the arts and sciences. It was supposed, that he 
alone had the power of separating the soul from 
the body, and influencing the transmigration of 
souls. He was named Mercury y from Mercaiura, 
commerce; Hermes, as the inyentor of eloquence ; 
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Camittut, from bis ofice of nunister to tiie Gods, 
aad ViaHi, beeause be was «ie gmrdian of Wj^ 
ways. He Is represented witbwiBgs attached to 
Ms bead and feet, and a caducens, or wand 
fwistedrwmd wifh serpents, ibe symbol of peace. 



APOLLO. 



Apollo was the son of Jupiter and Latona, and 
tbe God of physic, poetry, ihetoric, and mnsic. 
Many fables are related of ibis God, wbo is said 
to bave been banishjed from heaven by Jupiter, for 
having destroyed the Cyclops, to revenge the 
deaA of Esculapius, his son. During bis exile be 
attended the flocks of Admetus, king of Thes- 
saly ; here be fell in love with Daphne, wbo, re- 
fusing bis addresses and flying from bis pursuit, 
was metamorphosed into a laurel. This tree was 
afterwards consecrated to him, and wreaths of 
laurel were appropriated to those wbo gained 
the prize in poetry and the Pythian games. A- 
poUo was equally unfortunate in his friendship. 
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for while playing at qaoife vrith his bctorod 
Hyacinthos, he apoidentally kiUed hiou la 
coii]|ia3sion fojr this loss, the pity ef the Go40 
changed his dying friend into the flower whicll 
bears his name. Apollo had several names s 
Debs, from, the Island where he was bom ; 
PAecbuSy allndii^ to the sun, with which he i» 
often confounded; and PyMiW, from the victoiy 
he gained over the serpent I^jrthon, whioh tbo 
jealousy of Juno had excited against his mo* 
ther Latona. This circumstance gave rise to 
the Pythian games^ so &mous in Greece^ and to 
the name of the i^estess who presided at Jiis 
Oracle at Delphi. Magnificent temples wete 
raised to hishonory and his Oracles were held 
in great veneralicm. 



MARS. 

Mars was the son of Jupiter and Juno, and 
the God of armies and war. He was trained 
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by Jupiter for the office of a great commander^ 
and was supposed to be the Nimrod mentioned 
in Scripture, as a " mighty hunter before the 
Lord :" for that prowess, which was afterwards 
employed in subduing mankind, was at first 
teercised against wild beasts. He had several 
temples at Rome and among other warlike 
nations. His priests were entrusted with the 
:dncilia, or sacred shields. The fable relates, 
that a shield, of a form at that time unknown, 
having been found, it was supposed to have 
fallen from heaven, and on its preservation, the 
city of Bome was destined to have the empire 
of the world. Numa Pompilius, to ensure it 
from being lost, bad several shields made so 
exactiy alike, that it was impossible to distin- 
guish the original. The number of these 
Ancilia, and the priests who guarded them, was, 
12. Mars is represented in a chariot drawn by 
horses, and guided by his sister Bellona : terror 
and desolation attend his progress, and dis- 
cord flies before. The poets added, that fdry 
and indignation sat perched upon his^helmet, and 
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that fame alwayd^ announced his approach. The 
4og^ the wolf^ the raven, and cock, were conse- 
crated to him. 



VULCAN. 



Vnlcan was the son of Jupiter and Juno. 
He is said to' have forged the thunderbolts, with 
which Jupiter destroyed the Titans, giants who 
attempted to scale the celestial regions. He 
was promised, in return, whatever he should de 
mand: and he requested Venusinmairiage. Hav<^ 
ing afterwards offended Jupiter, he precipitalr- 
ed him into the island of Lemnos; andinhis £Edl 
he was lamed. He was supposed to have con- 
tinued his profession in the subterraneous 
caverns of Lemnos and Mount Etna, where he 
was assisted by the Cyclops, giants with one, 
eye in the middle of th^ir foreheads. He was the 
inventor and patron of the art of fabricating, 
metals, and executed the beautiful armour of 
Achilles and iBneas. Fire was cpnsfscrated to 
Myth. B 
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hiiii, and he was wovsMpfied in Atlieiis and 
Rome; A magifificeiit tetvple was dedicated to 
him at Memphis in E^ypt^ in which his colos* 
sal statue was placed, 75 feet high. The lion 
was sacred to him, because its roaring re- 
sembled a volcano. He is generally represent- 
ed working at a forge, attended by the Cyclops. 



JUNO. 

jTufi0 1^8 th^ daughter of Saturn and Bhea, 
tM the sUttet and wife of Jupiter : she was 
stiled the queen of the Gods, and the Goddess 
of empires aiid riches. She had three children, 
ifidbe, the Goddess of youth, who, before Gany- 
i6^Mb i»ftppliedher place, setved the Gods with 
il^tor ; Mars, and Vtrlcan* She was described of 
akttnghty disposition^ extremely jealotis of Ju- 
]^r, afid Implacable in her resentments. Eneas 
dtidhiitttihappy followers, and the City of l*roy, 
w«r^ subject to her most cruel persecutions, to 
letelig^ theiBBttlt of P»ris, the son of Priam, who 
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hadg^ivent^jie pr^feience Iq Vemis, v^n li^waa 
cbarged^ by the Gaddess Discord^ to piesent d^ 
apple she had thrown '' to the most beaiiti|i|l/' 
She is represented under the figi^e of a m^jiss- 
tic female, seated npon athroAe^ andscmetim^ 
in a car drawn by pefu^ocks^ which bird is con- 
secrated to her : she holds in one hand a sceptr^« 
and in the other a spindle ; and on her head she 
has a radiant crovm, sometimes encircled by 
a rainbow, which is personified by Iris, her 
attendant and messengiw, who is a beantifiil 
njrmph, seen deacendiog upon the rainbow i^nth 
e^l^pai^ded wings, and a ^la^se of glory roimd hfir 
hpad- Aigns was likewise at her commaiid : 1m 
had m l^undred eyes, and she employed bw to 
watch the actioni^ of Jnpiiter, $P of hisayM lEit- 
temately keeping watch. Thifij spy/Af^iGcniry« 
fit the request of Jnpiter, }plled to sle^ witfl 
his flute, and then killed him* Juno $ifterward« 
metamoifpbosed him into a peftcock, which ise- 
presents in its plum^e his multitude of eyes. 
The worship of Juno was more universal than 
even that of Jupiter : diving honours were pmd 
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herin Europe, Asia, and Africa, and particularly 
in Syria and Egypt. Her temples were very nu- 
merous : that at Argos was the most magnificent ; 
it contained her statue of gold and ivory, of 
prodigious size, with the Graces and Hours 
placed above it. She was the genius of married 
women, who invoked her under the name of 
Juno Ludna. 



GBRSK. 

Ceres was the daughter of Saturn and Cybele : 
she was the Goddess of the fruits of the earth, 
and is supposed to be the first, who taught the 
cultivationt of com. Pluto having carried off her 
daughter Proserpine, she complained of this 
act of violence to Jupiter, who permitted her to 
demand her back, and decreed, that Pluto should 
be compelled to restore her, provided she had 
not tasted any thing during her abode in the 
infemal regions. It was discovered and told by 
Ascalaphus, that she had unfortunately eaten 
part of a pomegranate, which rendered her return 
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impossible. This so irritated Ceres, that she 
threw some of the waters of Phlegethoninto the 
iiiformer's face, and he wa$ transformed into an 
owl, the harbinger of misfortune. This bird, being 
likewise the emblem of wisdom, was forwards 
t^ken under the protection of MiAenra. Japiter, 
to console and appease Cere&,piennitted Proser*- 
pine to pa^s half the year in heaven and the 
otber half in theiitferiial legions. This is sup* 
posed to be an emblem of the firaits of the 
earth, which remain half the year buried in the 
ground. Ceres is supposed to be the same as 
the Egyptian Isis : she was worshippecl as tibie 
divinity, who presided over agncultore and the 
fruity of the earth. Eaxs of com and wine were 
olBEered to h^. She is lepreseiited as a tall 
majestic woman, witli yellow bair snnnonnded 
with ears of com; in herxi^thand she holds 
a bunch of poppies, and in h&t left a lighted 
toich, which she kindled at Mount Etna, when 
in excess of grief she went to seek her daughteor 
through the wodd« 
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MINERtA. 



Minenra was the Goddess of wisdom, and the 
patroness of the arts : she was considered as the 
noblest production of Jupiter, and is said to 
have sprang from his forehead in a complete 
suit of armour. She was likewise called Pallas, 
from a Greek word signifying the brandishing 
of a javelin, and Athena, from beingthe tutelary 
Goddess of Athens. The fable relates, that 
after Cecrops had founded that city, Minerva 
and Neptune disputing with each other the 
honour of naming it, the Gods decided, that 
whichever produced the most useful gift to man 
should have that privilege : Neptune, striking 
the ground with his trident, caused a beautiftil 
horse to spring forth ; Minerva produced an 
olive-tree in full bloom, and the deities decided 
in her favour. This Goddess had solemn festi* 
vals celebrated in her honour, and a magnificent 
temple dedicated to her by the Athenians;^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



la 

which the celebrated sculptor Phidias adorned 
with her statue^ of gold and ivory. She is re- 
presented as a beautiful woman^ with a helmet 
and breast-plate, holding in her right hand a 
lance, and in her left her buckler, called JSgit^ 
on which was embossed the head of Medusa, one 
of the Gorgons, which had the power of turning 
all who looked on it into stone. A cock, the 
emblem of yalour, stood on one side of her, and 
an owl, the symbol of meditation^ was placed 
on her helmet. 



VESTA. 

Vesta was the daughter of Saturn, and the 
Goddess of fire. Numa Pompilitis raised an 
altar to her, and instituted those celebrated 
priei^tesses, who bore the name of Vestals. 
These were Roman virgins chosen between 
the ages of 6 and 10 years. The time of their 
consecration lasted 80 years; they were th«i 
emancipated firom their priesthood, and at liberty 
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lo manry. Thoir piiocipal oiiployment cob- 
ftisted in maintaining tbe sacred fife, wliich burn- 
ed in faononr of Vesta, the preservation of wfaich 
was considered of so mudi importance, fliat 
if it happmed to expire, all public business 
and amus^nents were suspended till tiie crime 
was expiated. This event was a subject of got* 
€ial mourning, and regarded as a direfol pre- 
sage; if it was discovered, that one of ttie 
Vestal Vilnius had violated her vows of chastity, 
nothing could save her from the dreadfiil death 
of being buried aUve. Besides the consecrated 
fire, the temple of this Goddess contained the 
household Gods, which the pious ^neas had 
saved from the destruction of Troy, and the 
PalJadMun^ a sacred image of Minerva, which was 
supposed to have fallm from the skies, and had 
been preserved with great vigilance in theditadel 
of Troy, an oracle having declared that as long as 
it i»mained there the city would be invincible : 
it was, however, ^conveyed away by Ulysses 
and DicNEoed^ and Troy was taken. Hence tbe 
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word palladium is used figfaratiyely^ to signify the 
preseiyatiOQ of a yaluable object. 



DJANA. 



I Diana was the daughter of Jupiter and Latona^ 
and the Goddess of chastity and hunting : she was 
called by the Greeks the triform Goddess; being 
worshipped under three different characters ; on 
earth she was stiled Diana ; in heay^n^ Luna ; and 
in the infernal regions, Hecate. In her earthly 
department she presided oyer the chase. Where 
she is represented attended by her 60 nymphs, with 
buskins on her feet, and a quiyer and bow in her 
hand, and her forehead ornamented with a cres- 
cent. In her heayenly office, where she is catted 
the moon, she enlightens the earth by the mild 
influence of her ray3 : she is there represented in a 
chariot of ebony, coyered with a black veil, sur- 
rounded with stars, and holding a flambeau in her 
hand. In the infernal regions she is likewise 
called Proserpine as well as Hecate, and is sup- 
posed to preside oyer the shades of the departed. 
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In hef pride, severity, a^i^mt of Tcngeaace, sb6 
resembled Jiuao. She panished with uni^eleBtmg 
craelty the unfortimate Acteon, for accidentally 
entering a grotto where she was bathing with her 
nymphs^ by meta^norphosing him into a stag, wbeii 
be was immediately torn to pieces by his own 
dpgs. The temple of Epb^us, one of (he seven 
wonders of the worlds was dedicated to ber ; and 
anotiber situated in Taurica Chersonesns, now 
called Crimea, where human victims were offiored 
to h^. Strangers, who were shipwvecked oa the 
ocMifit, were likewise sacrificed on her altars* 



VENUS. 

Venus was the Goddess of beauty and the 
mother of love. She is said to have sprung from 
the froth of the sea, and to have been wafted by 
the Zephyrs to the island of Cyprus, where the 
rosy hours, wl^o were entrusted with her education, 
received her, and conducted her into heaven. 
Her history is involved in much obscurity, the 
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ancients reckoning fotor different Goddesses, who 
bore the name of V ^lus^ whose origin, fable, and 
properties, were distinct. She is sometimes a 
planet ; sometimes presides over chaste affection 
and marriage ; at others over criminal desires ; but 
she is generally considered as governing the 
passions, and her influence is acknowledged to 
be more powerfiil than that of any of the God* 
desses. Vulcan demanded her for a wife, as a 
reward for a signal service he had rendered Ju* 
piter in forging his thunderbolts ; Mars deposited 
Ms trophies at her feet ; Adonis was enamoured 
of her; and Paris presented her with the apple 
tibrown by the Goddess Discord. She is repre- 
sented surrounded with the graces and loves, whd 
are her attendants ; flowers spring under her feet, 
and smfles and joy are in her train. She wears 
round her waist the mysterious cestus or girdle, 
which issupposed to inspire irresistible affection, 
and traverses the heavens in a chariot of ivory, 
drawn by doves. Her worship extended over 
all'theknown world ; but her principaltemples were 
atPtiiphos, Cythereia andldaHa. Incense was 
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burnt on her altars, and sometimes a wMte goat 
was sacrificed. , The dove, the swan, the rose, 
and the myrtle, were sacred to her. 



REFLECTIONS. 

After the fatal disobedienceofourfirst parents, 
which brought death and sin into the world, the 
evil passions of mankind being no longer guided 
or restrained by the divine presence, the pre- 
cepts and worship of the true God gradually 
decayed. Succeeding generations becoming still 
more involved in the mazes of ignorance and 
error, an almost universal depravity ensued, 
and the sacred ordinances of religion were buried 
in the grossest superstitions, and accompanied 
wiib the most atrocious barbarities. In proportion 
as the tradition of one Almighty, Omnipresent 
and OmniscientDeitybecameobscured, the human 
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liciind Bxmk deeper into cormption, ike attribu^ 
of divioe perfection were lost, or so feebly pour- 
trayed, liiat the divinities they adored were in- 
vested with all the passions and weaknesses of 
the mortals who worshipped them ; ^' professing 
'^ themselves to be wise, they became fools, and 
'^ changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
^^imagemade like to corruptible man, and to birds 
^^andfour-footedbeastsandcrcepingthings/'' Left 
to wander in the chaos of doubt and uncertainty, 
harassed by danger, and pressed by necessity^ 
alternately elated witb hope or depressed Mfith 
fear, and eager in the pursuit of that primeval 
happiness man enjoyed, when innocence was his 
lot, and the Garden of Eden his abode, ibey re- 
garded every thing that surrounded them asobjects 
of adoration and terror; and hence the influence 
of all created nature was invoked and worshipped. 
The Egyptians, Persians, Arabians, and almostall 
the nations of the east, worshipped the sun. They 
had besides different species of idolatry ; but it was 

» Rom. i, 2% 33. 
Myth. c 
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among the Greeks^ if hose ioventive fiamcy gave life 
mid animatioa to every object^ that we find that 
maltipiiciiy of divinities widi which Htm myflio* 
logjr abonnds^and wfaidi constitates theqiiritand 
beauty of their classic poetry. Temples and 
altars were raised to their honour, sacrifices offer- 
ed, and victim^ slain, to avert the miseries to 
which *^ fleskis heir/' or to atone for those crimes, 
which proceeded from the violati<m of those divine 
laws, that had been instituted to curb the licenti- 
<m$ passions of man. Hence we find, that not only 
the imiverse at large had its presiding deity ia 
Jupiter, but the world of waters its Neptune, the 
fertility of the eaub was adored under Ceres, 
war had its exciting and supporting power in 
Mars, all ttie elegant and tasteful arts whidi adorn 
and grace the mind had their respective divinities 
in If ercury and Apollo, and the more profound 
-stores of science, the gift of understanding, and the 
"subfime efforts of intellect and reason, were wor- 
shipped in the form of Mmerva. St. Paul indeed 
tells us^ that ''the Greeks seek after wisdom fl 

^ 1 Cor. i. 99. 
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but theirs was not ^^ that ludden wisdom whicli 

Ood oidaiDed before the world unto out glbry^ ' 

and which makeA wise unto salvation/' but that 

wiiich the prophet Isaiah foretold : — " For the 

wisdom <»f their wise mea shall perish^ and the 

understanding of their prudent men shall be hid ;'^* 

and wh&ch prediction St. Paul himself beheld ac- 

c6mplidied by the preadiing of '^ the cross/' ^ and 

by Um, on whom ''the spirit of true wisdom and 

ufkderstanding'' were to rest> '' the spirit of counsel 

aAd might, the Spirit of knowledge/ and of the 

fedr'oftheLofd."^ This was reserved for thatr. 

^riolis '^ra, wh^ii the light of revelation 

dioilld arise, andflie Saviour of the world, fore* 

tdld by the prophets, and amiounced from flie 

begfaming of time, shotQd be bom. Even fire, 

as the inrinciple of vital heat, which animates and 

supports aU nature, had its presiding deity under 

the figure of Vesta, and her symbol was watched 

with unceasing care by the Vestals devoted to 

her worship. TTiese were young vvgins of 

» 1 Cor. ii. r. * Isaiah xxix. 14. 

3 Isaiah xi* S. 
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spoUess reputation^ consecrated by a long riovi' 
tiate to tbe sacred duties of their office^ on tbd 
violation of which a cruel death was decreed; 
If a life of unsullied purity, and a renunciation 
of all worldly pleasures, were required by ifc 
Heathen people, as a necessary preparation to 
maintain a perishable flame in a Pagan tem- 
ple, how should we strive to refpilate our lives 
and purify our souls, which are the temples of 
tbe living God, to preserve in our hearts the light . 
of truths and the spirit of faith and holiness. Let 
us, therefore, like the wise virgins of the pamble^ 
have ''our lamps trinmied and our lights bunuog^ 
*'. that, when the Lord cometb,we may be ready to. 
''meet him and go in unto the maniage of the 
" Lamb ;*'' not fearing them, which kill the body 
but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear- 
ing him who has power to destroy both body and 
soul in Hell^ 

In perusing these records of the fables of anti- 
quity, from the grosser superstitions of which we 
have been mercifully delivered, let us carefully 

; Mfttth. zzv. 10. ^ Matth. x. 28. 
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examine fhe sincerity of our onm faith, and the 
purity of our practice^ and beware that, although 
we bend not the knee in worship to the Gods of 
fonner times, we cling to no idols to which the 
heart is bowed ; that, if we offer not the fragrant 
incense, nor the smoking victim, upon their altars, 
we may not sacri^ce at the shrine of earthly plea- 
sures the first fruits of eiiir soul; but that in sin-~ 
gleness of mind, anddeYotednessto€rod,the sup- 
plicating voice and the humble spirit may breathe 
the Same prayer, and the grateful heart beat in 
unison with the song of praise and the hymn of 
thaoik^ving. , 
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SECOND DIVISION. 



THIE INFERIOR GODS AND GODDESSES. 

These Gods and Goddesses, who were con- 
sidered of an inferior class, were not admitted 
to the council of Jupiter. They were, however, 
believed to possess virtues superior to the ordi- 
nary race of men, which entitled them to hold 
converse with the inhabitimts of Olympus, and 
would advance them, in the course of time, to a 
seat in heaveh. The principal were Saturn, 
Janus, Momus, Bacchus, Sol, Phaeton, and Cupid; 
Cjfbde, Aurora, BeUona, the Graces, the Muses, 
Latona. 
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SATURN. 

Although Saturn^ whose history we have 
already given in "the tradition of the Greeks/' 
never ranked among the deities of the first class^ 
he acquired so great a reputation in Latiam, 
where he reigned^ that divine honours were 
paid him-* All Italy was called Satumia^ and the 
festival of the Saturnalia was instituted to com- 
memorate the happy period of his administra- 
tion, which was denominated the Golden Age ; 
the ancient statues of Saturn had chains, in re- 
membrance off hose with which his son loaded him ; 
but he is generally represented under the figure 
of an old man, armed with a scythe, to imply 
that he presided over the times and seasons. 
Under this form he is named Chronos, or Time* 



JANUS. 



This prince, who so hospitably divided his 
kingdom with Saturn, was endowed by him. 
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in gratitude for his kind reception^ with extrset- 
ordinary pnidence^ a knowledge of futore events^ 
^d a perpetual remembrance of the past. From 
this circumstance he was called Bifrom/Bjid is 
represented with a double face. He presided 
over the year^ and had 12 altars^ to show that it 
was composed of 12 months. January was 
named after him. Numa Pompilius erected a 
temple to his honour, which was open in time 
of war^ and shut during peace, on which 
account he was considered as the God of peace. 



SOL. • 

The adoration of the sun, who is confounded 
with Apollo, may be considered as the origin of 
idolatry. He was worshipped by the lEgyp^ 
tians under the name of Osiris, by the Chal-' 
deans under that otBelus, and the t^ersians, Itiy-^ 
ihras. He presided over the 12^ signs of thife 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Zodiac^ and l^d the gaidance of the chariot of 
day^ whose approach was ushered in by his 
dsinghter Aurora^ who unlocked the gates of 
the east^ and announced his arrival. A colossal 
statue of brass was raised to his honour in the . 
bland of Rhodes^ and was considered one c f 
*he seven wonders of the world. 



PlflAETONv 



irhis ambitious youth derives his origin from 
the great luminary of day, or Apollo. Epaphus, 
the son of Jupiter, having disputed the honour 
of 'this descent, he complained of it to his 
Father, who swore by the river Styx (an oath 
which the Gods never violated), that he wtmld- 
grant him whatever proof he required. Phaeton 
asked the command of thechariot of the day: this 
rash request was acceded to ; but being unable to 
restrain the impetuosity of the steeds, he in- • 
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volved heaven aiid earth in conflagtration, aad^ M 
a panishment, was predpitated by Jnpiter into 
the liver Po. His sisters, lamenting hid death, 
were turned, by pity orthe Gods, into poplar- 
trees, and their tears into drops of amber. His 
brother Cygnus died of grief, and was changed 
into a swan. 



BAGCHVS. 



Bacehiis wad the s<m of Jainterrad Semelei' 
He teoght the ettHivation of the vme/and in-: 
Tented commerce and navigation: he is like- 
wise said to have conquered India and all the 
east. He is crowned with ivy or vine leares, 
and carries a Thyrsis or javelin. He is repre- 
sented seated in a chariot, which is sometimes 
dmWn by tigers and lions, and sometimes by 
lynxes and panthers, attended by dmnken bands 
of satyrs, fauns and njrmphs, who are called. 
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Bacchantes. The festivals celebrated in hi$ 
hoBour wece madi^ed by riot and licentioua- 
ness. 



CUPID. 



Cupid was an allegorical representation of 
love. He is the son of Venus, with whose 
worship his temples and altars are confounded.'. 
He is generally pourtrayed as a beautiful winged 
boy with a torch, and armed with a bow and 
arrow, and often with a bandage over his eyes. 
In ancient statues he is seen bestriding a lion, 
whose savage nature seems to be subdued by 
listening to the harmonious sounds of his lyre. 



CYBELE. 

Cybele was the wife of Saturn, and the mother 

^ The poets distinguished two Cupids, one of whom was 
chastCiand presided over legitimate union ; the other was the 
God of sensuality, and presided over the passions. 
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of the 6odi?> and on that account called Mognm 
Mater, or great mother. She was likewise 
named Dindymene, Idsea^and Berecynthia^.from 
t}ie mountains where she was worshipped : Ops 
and Tellus by the Romans^ and Rhea by the 
Greeks^ bepause she was Goddess of the earth, 
from which so many things ptoceed^ She U 
generally represented sittings to denote the sta^ 
bility of the earth; bearing a dnim^ emblemati- 
cal of the winds confined in the boWels of the 
earth ; a crown of towers on her head^ because 
she is said to be the first who fortified the walls 
of cities with towers ; and a bunch of keys in 
her hand^ to signify she locked up in her boMm 
the seeds of every sort of fruit. The feasts of 
this Goddess were celebrated with drums and 
cymbals and dreadful cries. Her priests were 
seated on the ground when they sacrificed^ and 
only the hearts of the victims were offered her* 
She hadatemple atRome, called Op€rtmm,y^hete 
men were never admitted. 
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AURORA. 



The light which dawns upon the earth, beCotre 
die Sun appears, was called Aarora; abo was. 
considered the daughter of that bright hmunorjr, 
whose approach she announces, and had divine, 
honors paid to her. 



BBLLONA« 



Bellona was the Goddess of war^ and the 
sister and companion of Mars. She prepared 
his chariot and horses when he went to battle, 
which she is represented conducting with a whip 
in her hand, and dishevelled hair. She hfid a 
temple at Borne, and het priests offesed her 
the saciiioeof the Uood, wMdi flowed £rom the 
woimAi^they inflicted on tJiemseWes. 



Myth. D 
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LATONA. 



Latona wad the mother of Apollo and Diaaa. 
Juno was so jealous of her^ that she cast her out 
of/Heaven^ and obliged Terra to take an oath^ 
that she would not receive her. 

She was however defeated in her vengeance^ 
for the island of Delos^ which was then covered 
with the sea^ emerged from beneath the waves^ 
and afforded her an asylum^ where s she gave 
birth to her two children Apollo and Diana. 



THE GRACES. 



' The Graces were three in number^ called Ag« 
laia^ Thalia^ and Euphrosyne. The ancients were 
not agreed respecting their origin^ but the most 
general opinion was, that they were the 
daughters of Venus and Bacchus. Their influ- 
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eiice was supposed to be uniyersal^ adding an 
attractive chann to bisauty of every kind^ and 
dispensing the power of pleasing^ the gift of elo- 
quence, and cheerfuhiess and serenity of mind ; 
but their noblest attribut^was that of presiding 
over deeds of Mendship and gratitude, and all 
the social charities of life. They were repre- 
sented as young virgins hand-in-hand, in trans- 
parent flowing garments. In some countries 
a fourth Gmce was added, to whom the name of 
Pasithea was ^ven, but they were then symbo- 
Used ais the four Seasons. 



Tj»£ MUSES. 



The Muses, so called from a Greek word sig- 
nifying to meditate, were the daughters of Jupi- 
ter and Mnemosyne, the Goddess of memory. 
They were the companions of Apollo, pre- 
sided at the feasts of the Gods, and were the 
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pfttTMefttes of poetry and.^usic: thdirwetMre^ 
«eBled as nine bemtifii] Tii^a* . 

1. C/io> yrho preabd^ oyer history. 8i» is 
tepvesented holding a l3nre^ which she was sii|h 
posed io have inyexufc^* 

fL'Tkatiu, the Muse o( Ccmiedy. She isxepie- 
aentod feeluung on a pUlow/ with a mask in her 
band. 

8. Metpommet the Mase of Tn^edy and Soa- 
nels^ genendly represented resting apon tfao 
einb of Hercules, becaase the oliject of tn^pedy 
was to represent the ^iilliant actions and tile 
misfottones of illnstrious heroes. 

4. Euterpe, the patroness of instnunentt^ 
music. She is pourtrayed as surrounded 
with various instruments of music. ' 

5. TtfT^ncAore^or the amusing; who presided 
over dancing. She has a smiling countenance, 
one foot lightly touching the earth, while the 
other sports in the air. 

6. Eralo, derived from a Greek word,*signify- 
ing love. She is the inspirer of light poetry, 
and tender love strains. 
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is represented idth a Ijte ill her ha&d. She pre*- 
Mdes oyer fliet6ric> miscellaiKeoiis poetry, and 
the ode. 4' 

8. JUramoy or the heavenly^^as esteenved the 
inyentress of Astronomy. She is seen holding a 
globe, which is sometimes placed ofk a tripod: 
she has then a pair of compasses in her hand* . 

9. Calliope owes her name to the majesty of 
her voice. She presided over heroic poetry : 
arms, trophies, and <;rowns of lanrel are seen 
near her> 



REFLECTIONS. 



We find in the early ages of idak^, that 
the sun was an maivefaal dbjeot of ad<Mration, 
and the Tery spirit and origin of pi^an worship. 
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ItwftB considered as being the priBciple OfUglit 
aadttfet ptesiding over the «liol6 circle of tlie 
HMvena, regulatibg tbe seaSQnA, fbrUIiafi^ tb^ 
earthy tod dsspensing the brightness of daiy. But 
not oBly was this glorious Imadddvy worshipped^ 
divine honors were . likewise paid .to hie 
dattf^ttt Aurora, who was spaboUsed.byihoSe 
rosy beams which dawn i^mui the earth, and 
gradnally ilhunine its approach to the eastern 
horiion ^^-a faint type perhaps of that holy pre^ 
cttfsor, whidi in later times wai^ sent to bear 
witness of the tme Ught, that through him all 
men might believe. If the advent of this na^^ 
taral blessing, which was only the harbin«« 
ger of temp(»al good, inspired such feelings of 
gratitude in the heart of the unenlightened hea^ 
then, as to call forth a distinct sacrifice, and ber 
acknowledged, as a separate divinity— what 
worship and what praise shall we ojOTer, whom 
the day spring from on high has visited, and 
upon whom the light of the Gospel now shines 
iii all its glory ; '' that light to which the Gen^ 
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tile^ war^to c»oie> aad kingg to the brighti^dii 
of its Tisiiig VI tn tliose ages of spiritual dad:^ 
Hess, ihey Itad no aid but titieir feeble feascMl 
lo'pi^ce Ibe eloads which enyeloped thew, 
eoiTti]^ted by the^ own passions^ and sednced 
by the passiiins of ^oth^s^ possessing only faint 
Had dis^tired traditioiis of Holy Writ^ whet« 
tratb *^a8 so interwoven with fiction^ that it in*- 
cdreased rather than dispersed the mists of exron 
Tet ev6n from the wanderings of their bew]l-> 
iexed fancy, the vagueness of their hope, and 
thie vrildness of their feai*, many usefcd lessons 
may be gathered, conviction may be awakened^ 
gratitude excited, and faith strengthened. List 
Us therefor^ sipply tootir improvement the igno» 
ranee t>f those times. Having ourselv^ received 
the truths of Divine Revelation, let us endea- 
trour to work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling i and for those millions of our 
felloW'Ci^atures, who are still in the gloom and 
shadow of death, let us earnestly pray that 6od 

' Itftiah LX. S< 
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^hi} so gracioasly commanded the light id 
shine out of darkness in our hearts, will give 
to them likewise^ the blessings of his word^ 
that *' the earth may be full of the knowledge 
^ of the true God, as the waters cover the sea.'* 
In reviewing the fanciful attributes of tfte other 
divinities particularised in this portion of 
mythology, we are struck with the universal 
ascendancy of the Graces, whose empire extend-- 
ed over every art and science, and who gave 
the finishing touch of perfection to every charm 
real or imaginary. They were not only pour- 
trayed with the charms of physical beauty, but 
all the gentler charities of life, — benevolence, 
love, joy, the kindness of social intercourse, the 
dearer ties of nature, the persuasion of elo* 
quence, the cultivation of intellect, Mendship 
the bond of virtue and the bahn of life, and 
gratitude the noblest attribute of the httn^ati 
soul, were all comprehended in their magic and 
wide-extended influence. Flowers, as the fair- 
est work, and the sweetest tribute of inauimate 

' Isaiah xi. 9. 
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c»eatif^n» W9fe o/S^t^i Xo ihem, as conveying 
aneniUemofaU.t)if(tis lovely in n^tiqre, and 
gni;tefiil to the senso> tli^ harbingerj^ of the 
most 4elightful se^on of the y^ar^ and the 
9ypdio] of yoath and beanty> vrtiich> though they 
l^oom but tofa4e, and wither but to die, y«t fade 
to bloom again idih r^iovated chaxms^ and die 
to pour into the lap (^ earth the nch fimits of 
ftitare harvests and sneceeding seasons. Even 
ill the muTOw coaines of pagan vwon W0 find, 
ttiat female beanty was considered to possess 
no channs^ unless the cone^ondeart graces of 
the^Bool wese its adoniers and aittendants. Ve- 
nas attired by the Grata, is anellegifNry, which 
the youthful mind should consider as conveying 
moral precepts^ and a&nitting an inteq[»reta- 
tion susceptible of the greatest improvement. 
We are told in the beautiftd metaphor ^ 
oriental language by him, '' who gave his heart 
^ to seek and search out by wisdom ooncemhig 
^ all things, that aie under heaven, * and who 
'^ hadgreat^xperieaceof wisdom andknowledge/' 

* Ecclcs. i. IS. 
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what ar^ the loveliest attributeiB of the female sex» 

*f A virtQoiis woman is a crown to her husbaiid4 

'* Who can iSnd a yirtnoas woman? for her 
"* price is far above rabies. 

""' The heart of her husband doth safely tra&t 
'' inber. 

*' She will do him good^ and not evil^ all the 
^* days of her life.' 

'' Strength and honor are her clothiDg» and sho 
[* shall rejoice in time to come. 

'' She openethher month with wisdom, and in 
^^ her tongne is the law of kindness.^ 

'^ Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but 

'^ a w<Hnan who feareththe Lord^ shesfaall b.e 

upraised."* 
And St Peter, whose testimony as a disciple 

of Jesus, cojpnes nearer to our bosoms and 

more forcibly to our conviction, calls it the 

incorruptible adorning of the heart, ^^ even the 

'^ ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 

''is in the sight of God of great price."^ But i& 

» Prov. xxxi. 11, 12, * Prov. xxxi. 25. 36. 

^Pror. xxxi. .30. ♦ 1 Pet. iii.4. 
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there not still a Grace,vrhose hallowed influence 
is more extensive^ ivhoBe efieets are more strik- 
ing^ whose virtues are more comprehensive^ 
and whose value is mestimable? When the 
intellect is enriched with all the treasures of 
science^ and the heart adorned with all the 
beauties of moral excellence, does not the soul 
of the true Christian aspire after a holier and 
mo^ heavenly Grace ? the Grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that directing, that restraining, that sanc- 
tffymg aaid purifying Grace, without which our 
wisdom is but ignorance^ our strength weak* 
ness,; afad our virtue vanity ? It is this Grace 
which' is the Christian's glory, the crown of his 
earthly hopes, and the certain promise of his 
future joys. Hiis cheers him in his pilgrimage, 
through a world of sin and sorrow, and fits his 
'^ soul for the society of angels and the spirits 
" of just men made perfect."' 

f Heb. zii. 35. 
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THIRD DIVISION. 



THB MARINE OR RIVBR GODS. 

The Grecians attributed sttcb wooadeifol 
effects to water^ that not only the sea and rlTers, 
but fountains and springs were honored mtb 
statues and religious inscriptions. Hie poets by 
their fictions increased this species of idolatry. 
These deities exceeded in number those of 
Heaven and every other part of the universe. 
The most remarkable were : — 

Neptune, who has been already mentioned 
among the celestial Gods ; Oceanus, Nereus, Mo^ 
lus; the Tritons, Protem, Glaucus,Amphitriie; the 
Syrens, Scylla^ and Caryhdis, and the seaNymphs. 
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OCKANCrS. 



Oceanus was the son of Coelas and Terra. 
As. he represents the. greatest. coUectioh of 
water^ he is considered the principal Marine 
Divinity ; Ihongh, in the division of Saturn's 
kingdom^ the domioion of the waves fell to the 
lot of Neptune, and he was worshipped as God 
of the Seas. Oceanus is pourtrayed under the 
figure of an old man seated upon the waves, 
holding a pike : near him is a sea monster, of a 
form unknown. 



NERBUS. 



Nereus was the son of Oceanus; from this 
God and his wife Doris, the Nymphs, or tutelar 
Deities of rivers, rivulets, and fountains, are said 
to have sprung. He is represented surrounded 
by his daughters, by dolphins and sea-horses. 
Myth. B 
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ifiOLU^. 



iEdttfi was die son of Jnpit^ Mm wu the 
fiod of the winds and tempests, yrhidx he was 
sniq^esed to oonfuie in a fau^e oave ; these he 
1^ loose at his own pleasure^^M? at the com* 
mood of Japiter. He paresided ovot Ae four 
principal winds called, 

1st Borei^s, ot the North wind. 

2Dd. Anster, qit the South wind. 

Sd. Earns, or the East wind. 

4th. Zephyras, or the West wind. 



TRITON. 



Triton was the son of Neptune and Amj^bir 
trite. The upper part of his body resembled 
thq,t of a man, the lower part that of a dolphin. 
He was tnuppeterto Neptui^e, a^id in th^ war 
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of the Gods against the giants, the terrific 
sound of his instrument pnt fhem to flight, and 
left the Gods victorious. The other Tritons 
were imaginary sea animals. 



PROTEUS. 



Proteus was the son of iNTeptune, and en- 
tmstedwith the care of his docks, consisting of 
sea calves and other marine animals. Ete is 
represented by tiie Poets as possessing the 
faculty of assuming whateverforms he pleases : 
hence a fickle person is often called a Proteus. 
He was called by the Romans, Vertonmus, and 
Iraa the husband of Pomona: he gained her 
eosafidenee by pasonatrng sn dd monmmp 
and aflefwaida manied her. 
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GLAUCUS AND iGGEON. 



These were mortals^ changed by some extra- 
ordinary inflnence into sea Gods. Glancns 
was a dexterons fisherman, who had the talent 
of remaining a long time nnder water. iBgeon 
is described as a formidable giant, who issued 
from the sea to assist the Titans against Jn- 
piter, but being vanquished retired to his 
watery abode. 



AMPHITRITE. 



Amphitrite was the wife of Neptune, and 
supposed to have been the daughter of a Titan 
prince. She is generally represented by the 
side of Neptune, with sea Nymphs and Tritons 
round her. 
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THB 8IBB19S. 



The Sirenj^ were said to be daughters of the 
River Achelous and the Muse Calliope. They 
are represented as beautiful females^ inhabiting 
the rocks on the coast of Sicily. The sweet- 
ness of their singing allured mariners who 
passed that way, to the dangerous shore^ which 
proved their destruction. They were supposed 
to touch the lute in a most enchanting manner. 



SCYLLA AND CHARYBDIS. 

Scylla was supposed to have been the daugh- 
ter of Phorcus, a sea Deity. Having excited 
the jealousy of Amphitrite, she poisoned the 
fountain in which she used to bathe. Scylla, 
feeling the effects of the prison, threw herself 
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into the sea^ where she became a dreadfol mon- 
sterj whose extremities were changed into dogs 
of different species^ which barked incessantly, 
and stmck terror into the navigators. 



CHARYfiDIS. 



Charybdis was said to have been a cruel wo- 
man, who used to plunder travellers, and whom 
Hercules killed and precipitated into the sea. 
These Deities are personifications of the dan- 
gerous rocks and dashing currents situated be- 
tween Reggio and Messina^ so fatal to mariners 
in the early ages of navigation. 



SEA AND RIVEK NYMPHS. 

These Nymphs were the daughters of the Grod 
Nereus and Doris. Those who presided over the 
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Ocean were called Nereids ; those who dwelt 
in rivers and fountains were named Naiads ; and' 
those who resided in marshes and pools were 
styled Lymmddes, Sacrifices of inilk^ honey^ 
oil^ and sometimes goats^ were offered them. 



HALCYONS. 



These were seabirds^ which built their nests 
on the waves^ and had the power of calming the 
tempests of the sea even in winter^ daring 
the time of their incubation. The sailors cal- 
led this period Halcyon Days. 



■><@r^„ 



REFLECTIONS. 




<f5 5> 



" They that go down to the sea in ships, and 
occupy their business in great waters, these 
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** meii see the woiks of the Loid^and hia wondem 
'' in the deep/** Wheflier the idolatnnis nations 
of antiqiiitj considered the beanty of fliis ele- 
ment, its fertilising inflnence^ or itsti^meadons 
power; the limpid stream winding its playfbt 
course throughbeds of flowers ; the majestic river 
rolling its 'proud waves, and bearing on its 
bosom the riches of different climes ; or the 
boundles expanse of ooean, which the eye 
could not reach, nor the plummet fathom, divid- 
ing states, assigning to each its limits, and rising 
the bulwark of aU: they ra^ed in their astomshi- 
ed bosoms alternate feelmgs of delight or terror^ 
and were equally the theme of admiratioB and 
reverence. We cannot, therefore, be surprised 
that a mighty ruler, co-eval and co-equal with 
Jupiter, should have been imagined to have 
dominion over the seas, ^hose power they in- 
voked and whose wrath they deprecated, when 
the stonns and tempests of Hds boisterous ele- 
ment threatened to overwhelm their feeble 

) Psalm evil. 32^23. 
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bark, which crept timidly along their shores. 
For it was reserved to bolder navigators^ who 
acknowledged the protecting arm of a more 
powerful God, to traverse the unfathomable 
deep, and bring home the tributary riches 
of distant shores. That God, at whose 
command the storm ceases, and th^ winds are 
calm ; ^^ For though the waves of the sea are 
** mighty, and rage horribly, yet the. Lord, who 
'' dwelleth on high,, is mightier/" 

If, from the terrors of the great waters, they, 
turned to the consideration of its hidden trea- 
sures, objects more pleasing, but not less won* 
derfiil, met their eye ; trees of coral rising like 
forests beneath the waves, marine productions 
of vegetable nature, .beautiful in texture and. 
vivid in colors, and shells of varied forms and- 
exquisite workmanship, peopled by instinctive 
life, from whose craft and ski^ human ingenuity 
might derive a useful lesson ; 

*' Leara of the little Nautilus to sail, 
' << Tu spread the oar, and catch the flying gale/' 

, > Psalm xc. 5. 
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Tbey might have eEclaimed^ in the langoagt of 
the holy Psahnist, '' O Lord> how manifold are 
*^ thy work8>inwisdomhast thoumade them all."' 
If^ in this favored age, trufli hias withdravm 
the veil of prejadioe, and experience dissipated 
the. illusions of error; if no Naiads sport to 
the eye of/ancyin the crystal streams^ Bor 
playfiil Nereids dance round the fabled car of 
Neptnne; yet> the river ferfilimng the meadows 
through which it flows^ and the vapors of the 
sea descending in refreidiing rains cm the pair<dk« 
ed earth, are blessings, for which we may ^* offer 
'' the sacrifice of thanki^viDg to the Loid^ and^ 
^ tell out his works with gladness?"* If we w^ 
longer dread the enchanting Siren to rise fitim 
her coral palaces and sea*weed bowers, to 
allure/ by the chords of her lute, and the melody 
ef her voice, the enchanted mariner to sUp* 
wreck and death, have we no otiier tempta- 
tions to fear? — does not pleasure, even in the 
Christian World, assume as many forms as the 
fancied Proteus? does ^ot poison mingle 

' Psalm cir. 34. ^ Pdalm czvii. 8S. 
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m 4te ipttUIng tiowl, and destractioD lark 
htpwrth flie smile of beauty t Have we not a 
eowse more ^^Aeult to 'steer Unn 41ie fidd^d ad- 
vmtuver tfvoi^h tbeldaaUng crnients and dieaded 
go^ph of Sej^a and Charybdis^ eyen fliat namMr 
path wUch leadeth to salvatioii^ ''for strait is 
^ Ite gate, and nairew is the way^ which leadeth 
^nnto fife, and few there be who Bad it*'' 

in this time of tesqitatioB^ infliishoiirof pent^ 
where is the hand to sustain, and the pilot 16 
diMctvsT To whcMd shall we flee for saoooiff, 
bat to Aee, O God, in whose promises we tmst, 
ia whose merey we hope, and for whose grace 
we pray, who to our weaknesshast given th^ aid 
of fhy strength, to our bounded view thy all-see- 
ing providence, to our tottering steps thy protect- 
ing arm, to the bewildering mazes of false philo- 
sophy the light of Ay Grospel, and, finally, the 
atoning blood of Christ to purify us firom our ^ 
sins? 

If they raised their altars to [the Nymphs and 

' Matth. yii. 14. 
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Gk>ds of fotmtains, let ns offer up ova praya» 
to the fountain of divine Grace. If superstition 
gSIl pays its homage to the waters of (he Nile 
and Granges, as the principle of fertility and exist- 
ence ; let us apply for the richer gifts of salvation, 
to the never-failing waters of life. 
^ They hailed (he blessings of a temporary peace, 
which fhey symbolized by the Halcyon bird, 
whose brooding wing calmed the trouUed sea, and 
while it nurtured its infant progeny, lulled the 
boisterdus elements to repose. We hail that 
^^ peace which passeth all understanding,'"' in 
the Mystic Dove, which overshadowed the blessed 
Jesus, when the Heavens opened, and lo ! a voice 
was heard to say, '^ this is my Beloved Son, in 
" whom I am well pleased.*'* 

' Phil. iv. 7. * Matth. iii. 17. 
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FOURTH DIVISION. 



TERRESTRIAL OODS AND GODDESSES. 

As the number of false Diyinitietf oontinued to 
increase^ evieii the wrth itself became an olgect 
of adoration*; woods^ plains^ faairests^ fieldi^ 
gardens, meadows, groves, and valleys, allhad 
tbdr ^residiag Deities. Even houses and high* 
way's had their Gods, Lares and Penates, each of 
wlHini had their peculiar honors. 

Hie prindpal were : Pan, Terminus, Silenos, 
Pfiapus, Adomis, Satyrs, Fauns and £^;ypans. 
Flora, Pales, Pomona, the Lares, Penates, Genii 
and Terrestrial Nymphs. 

Mjftk. T 
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PAN. 



Tbe Grod Pan was the son of Jupiter and 
Calisto^ and held a distinguished place among the 
ancient JDiyinities: he was particularly worship- 
ped by the AjTcadianSy and considered (he God of 
shepherds and hunters. In the month of Febru- 
ary the Romans celebrated feasts to his honor/ 
called Lupercalia, from (he place Lnpercal^ con^ 
aecrated to him^ where Romdusand Remus were 
supposed to have been suckled by a wolf. He 
is represented under tbe form of a Satyr^ half 
man and half goat, holdii^ in his hand his rural 
pipe, called Syrinx. This pipe owed its inventioa 
to his love for Syrinx, one of Diana's Nymphs^ 
who, flying from his pursint to the river Laden, 
her fUfaer, was metamoi]^osed by him into a 
reed. Pan, observing that the wind in agitetiDg 
tiiese reeds produced a pleasmg sowid, formed 
them into a pipe, to which he gave tiie luune of 
Syrinx^ 
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TERMINUS. 



Terminus was a stone worsbipped as a God, 
and highly honored in fhecity of Rome, He 
was considered as the guardian and protector of 
property, and marked out the boundaries of 
lands. He is frequanily rq^nesented by a py- 
ramidal landmark^ havu^ a head upon the top 
of it. 



SILBMUS. 



Silenus was the chief of the SatyrSf and the 
ibstear-iiedher and perpetual companion ofBBOr 
chns^ whom he genially accompames riding 
upon an ass, but so iatoncoted as to be inaar 
pable of keeping bis ^seat. Oth^s represent him 
as a i^iilosc^h^ of great wisdom who Mcom- 
paioed Bacchus to India. 
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PRIAPUS. 



Piiapas, said to be the son of Venus and 
Baccbnsj was (he God of gardens, where his 
hideous figure was placed to firi^ten birds* He 
was worshipped in the eastern nations under the 
name of BaalrPeor. 



ADONIS. 



Adonis was the son of Cinyras king of Cypras, 
and the nymph Myrrha, who was metamor'* 
phosed into a tree before Adonis was bom. 
At the time of his .birth the tree opened, and 
he was received and educated by the Naiades : 
he delighted in rural sport and hunting. Venus, 
the object of his devoted affections, used to 
accompany him. Mars, jealous of the prefe- 
rence shown to him by this Goddess, excited 
an enormous boar to tear him to pieces. Venus, 
disconsolate at his loss, metamorphosed him 
into an Anemone. A magnificent temple was 
raised to his honor in the Island of Cyprus. 
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THE SATYRS, FAUNS, AND JBGYPANS. 

l^ese were all mral Deities or Demi-gods, 
said to inhabit forests and mountains. They 
were represented as half men and half goats. 
It is supposed, they owed their divinity to the 
fear and astonishment occasioned on the first 
appearance ef apes. 



FLORA. 



Flora was the wifef of Zephyrus and the 
Goddess of Flowers : she was worshipped at 
Rome, where feasts and games were celdimtted 
to her honor, called Floralia. 



PALES. 



Pales was the Goddess of shepherds and the 
protectress of flocks. Her festivals, called 
PariKa or Palilia, were celebrated m the month 
of April ; on which occarion no victims we*e 
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ahiD, and tbe only saicrifices offered were the 
firuito of fhe ourtti. 



VOiiO^A. 



PcHBona was Hie Goddess of oroliardSf and 
the wife of Vertnnums or Proteus. The skill 
of this Ooddess, in the cnltiTation of fruit-trees 
and gardens^ procured her so great a reputation 
among the Romans, that they honored her with 
a place in the Pantheon. She was represented 
under the form of a beautiful young woman, 
sitting upon a basket of froit ; and near her 
stood Vertumnus in the figure of a young man, 
holding fimit in one huid, and in the other, the 
horn of plenty. 



ECHO* 



Echo was the daughter of the Air and the 
Earth. She fell in love with the beautiful Nar- 
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ciBsm, a vain 7outb> ^o^ seeing^his owd. image 
in a foimtaiii, w^as 8o captiraAed with it/ that 
he continued gazing on it till he languiished 
and died. Echo^ inconsolable for his loss^ pined 
away with grief; but bdng immortal^ she re- 
tained her Toice, which die exercises in re^ 
peating all the sounds which reach hen 



THE LARXS AND PSNATBB. 

These Gods presided over empires^ cities, 
highways^ houses, and indiyiduals. Their num- 
bers were prodigious, and they were chosen 
at pleasure. The souls of those who had served 
the state faithfully, and the spirits of departed 
friends and relations, were placed among them. 
They were worshipped under the figure of small 
images of human form, which were kept in the 
most retired part of their houses, called Lara" 
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rium. Dogs were sacrifibed to tikem^ and tlie 
iamp^ as a syidwl of Yigiknee, was consecrated 
to them. 



6BNII. 

The Genii were likewise ranked among the 
number of domestic Deities. To. every person 
an evil and a good Genius were assigned ; the 
former prompting him to all kinds of evil^ and 
the latter exciting him to the practice of virtue » 
They were represented as young men, holding^ 
in one hand a drinking vessel, and in the ^ other, 
a horn of plenty. The ancients believed that 
the universe abounded with spirits presiding 
over all nature. Plato speaks of Gnomes who 
inhabited the earth. Sylphs who sported in the 
air, and Salamanders who lived in fire. 



1 
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THRRSStRIAL KY 

Thongh these Divinities de 
from the water, being descent 
and Doris, yet, as they pres 
trees and meadows, they mor< 
to this division. Those who 1 
were called Dryads, from a ( 
signifies an oak. TheHama 
fate attached to a particular 
their life commenced and end 
presided oyer momitwiSr mi 
in the groves. Milk, honey, c 
goats, were sacrificed to their 



REFLECTIOI 

Though the bounded facu] 
reason of these ages of supei 
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reach the snbKme contemplation of one 
Almighty power, the UnivenNd God, and the 
Creator and Dispenser of all things ; yet, the 
restless spirit of man, which looked beyond 
its origin and end, though involved in the laby- 
rinths of error, and snnk in the abyss of sin^ 
discovered some traces of that state of blisg 
from which he had fallen, some faint hope of 
that promised day, '' when the Lord would be 
** his everlasting light, and God his glory ;' and 
''the Lord €rod would cause righteousness 
" and praise to spring forth before all nations.'' * 
Wherever he turned, universal proofs of divifie^ 
wisdom and goodness met his view ; a Deity 
seemed to exist in all he saw, and a living spirit 
to breathe in every object that surrounded him« 
Hence, not only the sun, which from day to day 
proclaimed his great Original, — ^not only the 
moon, and '' spangled heavens,'' were worship- 
ped ; but likewise to the '^ Eardi which brought 



< Isaiah Ix. 19. ^ Isaiah IxL 11. 
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^ f ortt gross^ to die herb yieldh^ seed, and to the 
^^firoit-tree yielding fruity''' they raised altara, 
. and appropriated a pfesiding Divinity. They 
fancied a God in all the blessiDgs they enjoyed^ 
and as these were manifest in all the works of 
the Creator, their Divinities became as nnme* 
rons as these blessings. 

Now fiction has given place to tmth, and the 
Hf^t of the Gospel has superseded the fable of 
Ae poet; let not oar song of praise for the gift 
of lerelation, nor onr "voice of gratitude for the 
glories of inunoitality, be feeble when compand 
to that prayer and voice, which was offisred by 
tbe nnenlightened heathen to Gods of wood 
and stone. Tho«^ no fair Nymph is embodied 
in the oik, nor peeping Fann stai^ from the 
spreading foliage; if we cannot find the spirit of 
departed friendship in one flower, nor timid 
modesty shriiddng frcHn the pnrsnit of licenti* 
onsness in aaoth^, yet, in the beaotifal strac- 
tue of the vegetable kingdom, we may trace 

1 Gen. i. is. 
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Ote hand of a beneyolmit Providence, and adore 
at once his wisdom and goodness, in the o]^n- 
ingbndandexpdndedblossom^andintheembryo . 
seed, tfaefiitare treasures of vegetation, which are 
protected from the chilling blast and scorching 
snn by the shelterii^ calyx, or silken corolla, 
which close at the approach of danger, affording 
enjoyment for the present, and provision for. the 
fhtore* We may trace the same beneficent 
power, in the verdant carpet we tread, which is 
enamelled with a thousand variegated colors, 
presenting the loveliness of nature wheievek* we 
turn oureye to admire, and the beauty of useful- 
ness wherever reason pauses to inquire; in the 
fields, waving their golden harvests; in the or- 
chards, bending under the weight of their fruits; 
itnd in the vine, clustering with the purple grape, 
giving '' wine that maketh gla4 the heart of 
"man, and oil to make him a cheerful counte-- 
^^ nance, and bread to strengthenman's heart'' If 
we do not raise altars of sacrificeto the presid- 
ing deities of groves and fields, let us ofiier the 
more acceptable incenseof sincerity and truth to 
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tUe only tnie Grod^ who '' clotheth the pastures 
'^wiih flocks j and covereih the valleys with 
" com ;" ' who " maketh tjie grass to grow upon 
'' the moontains^ aod the green herb for the use of 
" man !" * Let every plant and flower call forth 
his praise in our hearts, aud every hill and valley 
be a temple to awaken in our souls the grateful 
tribute of thanksgiving. Such we are told 
in Holy Writ, were the feelings of the pious 
servants of God. Isaac went out into the fields 
to meditate aad pray ; Solomon acknowledged 
the glory of the Most High ''from the 
''cedar tree that is in Lebanon, to the hyssop 
"which springeth out of the wall;" ' and 
a greater than Solomon has taught as to 
trace the protecting care of our Heavenly 
Father in the lily of the field. " Consider the 
" lilies of the field ; they toil not, neither do they 
" spin ; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in 
" all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
" Wherefore if God so clothe the grass of the field, 

" Pialio Uv. IS, * Psal. ciy. 15. » 1 Kings iv. 33. 
Myth. Q 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



74 

^' inIkcIi to-daf ufy and to-morrow is icast into Oe 
**owen, fihaU ho «ot nmchviore dolbe foa^ O70 
''oflittiefiaib?'" 

* Matth.TLS8^29|80. 
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FIFTH DIVISION. 



THK INFmRNAX R£aiQN4% 0& TARIARUS. 

N0TWITH8TANBING the pr^foimd darkness 
and sttperstitioiLmwiiich the E[eathen world was 
bnned^ animiverssd though vag^ belief preTail- 
ed of the immortality of tho soul. It waa ima« 
gined^ that when, thespiiit had left thebodgf it 
had ankaated, it was condRcted by Mercury ei> 
ther to Tartarus, 01 the ElysiaA Fields^ aceording 
to the sentence of pRnishmeat ot reward^, which, 
had been deeieed at the tribnnal of jai^e^ 
where the jndgea of hdl presided^ 
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DB8CRIPTI0N OF THB INFERNAL REGIONS^ 
OR TARTARUS. 

This gloomy abode was an extensive subter- 
raneous region^ to arrive at which it was neces- 
sary to pass four rivers ; the 1st was Acheron^ the 
2d was Styx, which flowed nine times round the 
infernal kingdom, the 3d Cocy tus, supplied only 
by tears, and the 4th Phlegethon, whose waters 
were bpiliug. Charon, an old ferryman, received 
in his bark all who arrived from the other world, 
except those who had not received the rites of 
burial, and who were doomed to wait a hundred 
years on the shores, before they could be 
admitted. The triple-headed monster, Cerbe- 
rus, guarded die palace of Pluto, and sufiered 
none to return. Before the gates of this palace 
all the miseries which embitter life, Pain, Sorrow, 
Terror and Disease, Discord, War and Cruelty, 
with all their attendant evils, took up their 
abode ; Night, Death and Sleep reigned within : 
there Hie .Furies were seen pursuing the guilty 
with burning torches and whips of scorpions ; 
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ihe Parcae or Fates, the arbiters of life and 
death; the Chimsbra vomiting fire; and the 
Harpies condemned to perpetual darkness. 
Near this abode was the tribunal of justice, 
where Minos, Rhadamacnthus, and JSacus 
presided, who pronounced sientence on departed 
spirits, and awarded the punishment due to vice 
and the recompenee of virtue. The principal 
infernal Deities were, Pluto, Plutus, the 
Three Judges of hell, Charon, Proserpine, the 
Furies, tiie Parcas or Fates, Nemesis, Nox, 
Somnus, and Mots. 

These terrible divinities, being considered as 
implacable, were looked upon as objects of 
dread and aversion. No temples nor altars 
were raised to them, nor any hymns composed 
to their honor. To deprecate their wrath, 
and appease their vengeance, trenches were cut 
in the earth, into which the priests poured the . 
blood of black sheep and black heifers. During 
the prayers which accompanied this ceremony, 
they lowered thehr handa towards the e»rth, 
instead of raising them to heav^k 
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PLUTO. 

i 

Pluto was the supreme ruler of the infernal 
regions, and the son of Saturn and Cybele ; he 
was likewise called Dis and Hades, which sig- 
nify riches, over which he presided, because 
they were contained in the bowels of the earth. 
Milton describes gold to be buried in hell; 
'' for that place best suits this precious bane." 
Pluto was represented seated on a throne, 
holding in Ms hand, a two-pronged fork for his 
sceptre, and a key emblematical of the impossi- 
bility of returning from his empire. The vic- 
tims offered to him were generally black sheep. 



PLUTUS. 



Plutus, the son of Ceres and Jasion, was 
likewise the God of riches: like Fortune, 
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he is represented blind, to show that riches are 
indifferently dispensed to both good and bad. 



JUDGES IN HELL. 

The three Judges, who prononnced sentence 
on the sonls of the departed, were, Minos, son 
of Jupiter and king of Crete, who was supreme 
jndge, Khadamanthus, and Ma,cas, likewise 
sons of Jupiter; the former judged the 
Asiatics, the latter the Europeans : their de- 
crees were irreversible. They were appointed to 
this office as a reward for the prudence, justice, 
and wisdom, with which they exercised their 
power, when they were kings and judges on 
earth. 
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CHARON. 

Charon is represented as an old ferryman; 
he received into his bark the spirits of those 
mortals who had been honored with fune- 
ral rites, but rejected inexorably those who 
had not, till they had wandered an hund^d 
years on the solitary shores of the river Ache- 
ron. 



PROSBRPINB. 



Proserpine was the Queen of Hell, the 
daughter of Ceres, and the wife of Pluto. As 
this princess, attended by her companions, was 
amusing herself with gathering flowers near 
Mount Etna, she was perceived and carried off 
by Pluto. Cyane, one of her nymphs, endeavour- 
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ing to oppose him, was changed into a fountain ; 
and the sovereign of hell striking the earth 
with his sceptre, disappeared with his lovely 
prize. At the intercession of Ceres, Jnpiter 
permitted her to pass six months in heaven ; the 
other six were devoted to Pluto in the infernal 
regions. 



THE FURIES. 



The Furies were three in number, named 
Tisiphone, Megera, and Alecto, which signify rage, 
slaughter and envy. They were the daugh- 
ters of Acheron and Nox, and are represented 
with their heads covered with snakes instead of 
hair, and holding whips ai^d scorpions. Their 
oflke was to inflict punishment on the guilty. 
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THV tAWCM, OR FATM; 

The l^ates were tbree in nmnber, the daiigh>^ 
ters of Nox and Erebas. They were supposed 
to spin and cut the thread of hmnan life ; Clotfto, 
in a robe of various colors^ and with a crown 
of seven stars upon taerbead, held the distaff; 
Lachesis, in arobe covered with stars, tamed the 
spindle; and Atropos, in a sable garment, cut 
with her fatal scissars the thread of life ; happy 
days were spun with gold and silver thread, 
and days of sorrow with black worsted. 



NEMESIS. 



Ttiis Goddess, the daughter of Astrea, or 
Justice, presided over the punishment of crimen 
and the rewards of virtue. She is represented 
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niib iwgflu tilielw and « cfcwot idiQA« t^ sig^ 
r» that «o pIiM^ can aecwe tji^igiatjr dmih 



THE MANS8. 



The Manes were considered as fbe souls of 
the dead ; they were sometimes confounded with 
the Lares. Their office was, to preside over 
Aioerals and the departed i^irita, who were 
supposed to wander about the tombs. 



likOX^ SOMNUH ANA ilQillfi. 

Nte, or Night, was the daaghtar of Chaos: 
3he was rc^^Eesented in a hNag Uack veil 
spaift^ with fttaiSj traverang the bem^T^M 
achsojatofehoi^. Somnofij or SlMp> wa0 h^r 

Digitized byV^OOQlC 



84 

soD^ and ihe4>rother of Mora, or DeAth. He is r4^ 
t^resented as a skepi]ig^Gjiil4iiolding poppies in 
his hand. Mors^ or Deaths his sister, and fhe 
daughter of Xox, is pourtrayed as a skeleton 
covered with a black robe spangled with stars, 
holding in one hand a scythe and in the other a 
winged honr-glass. 



THE ELYSIAN FIELDS. ^ 

Beyond this region of misery and desptstir, whose 
gloomy inhabitants we have just described, were 
situated the Elysian Fields, theabodes of the bk^s* 
ed spirits. Here, those who had lived a virtuous 
life, or had accomplished the period of their pun- 
ishment in Tartarus, were transported, to enjoy 
th^ most refined pleasures, and the most perfect 
bliss. But, after reihaining a thousand years in 
these deGghtfalregidns, it was believed they re- 
turned to dattb, to animate some new body. 

W- Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



86 



REFLECTIONS. 

The fallen natore of man, prone to sin and sub* 
ject to sorrow, might, in the bitterness of anguish 
and the pangs of remorse, form some adequate 
conception of that state of punishm^t, to which 
his offences had reduced him, and which his con* 
tinned transgressions merited. The principle of 
evil, and the original corruption of his nature, 
predominating over the first traces which re- 
mained of his divine origin, his fancy employed 
all that was terrible in nature, and horrible in ima- 
gination, to pourtray the regions of darkness 
. and woe, which awaited the guilty wretch. The 
mali^ant Deities, who presided in these 
abodes of sin and suffering, whose power the 
exitggerations of terror magnified, and under 
whose dreaded ioflqence the conscious victim 
trembled, were considered of so inexorable and 
implacable a nature, that although theur priests 
poured into the earth* the blood of Aeirslaugh- 
Mytk. H 
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tered Tictiiiis, the atoning sacrifice of the heathen 
wovld^ and a type of that bloody which^ in the 
fiilness of time, was to be shed for the remission 
of sins ; diey dared not offer the hymn of condlia- 
tiop, nor the prayer of supplicating penitence, bnt 
in mysterious agony and hopeless silence they 
awaited that dreaded vengeance, to avert which 
their Gods of wood and stone could suggest no 
remedy, nor accept any sufficient sacrifice. That 
remedy and that sacrifice were reserved for the 

coming, of Christ, who bore the sins of many, and 

> • • 

who, to purify us with his ** blood, offered his 
"body for a sacrifice once, for all/*' 

God had indeed created man in his own image, 
and though driven from the blest abodes, and no 
longer beholding his Maker face to face, he stdl 
bore the impression of his divine hand ; yet the 
tradition of past events was too feebly preserved 
to raise his mind to the contemplation of the attri- 
butes of the perfect Go<Hiead, the Creat<Hr of hea- 
ven and earth, and the sole guide and ruler of 
things past, present, and to come. 

' Heb. X. 10. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



87 

Ibe dvead of evil being greater ih^ the ho^e 
of geod^ and his propensitjr to sin stronger and 
more lasting than his inclination to holiness^ and 
his tove of yirtne J so his eonoeptions of the Ixrigbt 
Inwards a.waitiiig a life of purity ^rere faint^ 
whfm compared with the pmiishment which the 
T^m^a of remorse had pictured. Hence, his 
views. of rfiitwe U&ss possessed the character 
of senspal vaflier ttan spiritaal pleasnnes^ and 
pictnwdaparadiseofeaxthlyjoysy which scarcely 
ever rose above the feelings and grotificalions of 
ip^atorial natnre. To the light of traih, and the 
doctrine of Christianity alone, were given the full 
munifostation of the glories which were prepared, 
fpr man^ when redeemed from sin, and renewed 
throogb Cbxist in the image of his Maker. He 
b^btld not. that Saviour, which was foretold by 
thue iMK^e^t prophets, and typified under yaripus 
^dow9» of things to come, by the chosen people 

of 6o4v 

That great sacrifice and propitiation for sin, 

by which fallen man was to enter into life ever- 
lasting, being once offered, the rites of Pagan 
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Worship were exchanged for ihe p^t- deyf6- 
tion of the hearty the mind emancipated from the 
slatiery of auperdtition^ was roused td the con* < 
tfemplation of the triiths of revelation, and a 
new heaven was opened to the hopes, and pro-" 
mised to the faith, of the pious Christian. Tet, 
lilain*as the Gospel is, and bright as this day 
star appears, which has dawned upon oB-to olur 
iJouhdied view, it is given to *'know only^ in 
*' part,**' and *' see through agla^fs darkly/-* We 
are told, that in iMs new city, ^' wherein dweHeth^ 
^ righteousness,^'^ God himself shall be with- 
hiff people, and be their God, tfcat he shaU ** wipe' 
'^ away all tears from their eyes, and tiiere dball 
"be no more death; neither sorrow nor crying, 
"neither shall there be any more pain ;"^: that 
to dwell with angels, we must become like tjmn, 
pure in spirit, and perfect in holiness, despis- 
ing the perishable treasures of earthly riches, to 
seek the incorruptible glories of heaven, which 

« 1 Cor. xiii. 9. / * 1 Cor. xiii. It, 
* 8 Pet. iii. 13. ♦ Rev. xxL 8, 4. 
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fikda iiotaiwajr,; oidtiiia^ a]l qplritaal agoo^ 
tkuuijf rinAipiMtim^.atl 1he^C!^tIe and bmeTo- 
Imi^i^dk^.ofiMusiuA. . To^.be ^pder hearted, 
^'loibeariBff xme anotihor, aiid foij^ying one 
^^ attoOier^ eTen- as God Amt Cbzisf ii; sf|k& l^as for- 
*^gflren«s/'* He who has obtained for as» by the 
price of his blood, an admission to the kingdom 
oSbia VaSk^, has left us an example also, how 
we jimy beemne meet to be partakers of this 
iidieritaiioe* To the evil passions and predomi- 
naiit vices of the human heart, which Pagan 
pride had tortured, and the adoration of false 
DiTimties had increased. He has opposed the 
tmth of his word, and the practice of his life ; 
to Ham pride of heart He has opposed htimipty 
and lowliness of spirit; to their hatred and re- 
msugfi, forgiveness and love ; to the gratification 
of lawless deske, the self-denying principle 
whfoh beais the oross for the love of Oirist; to 
thci temptotion of ambition, which contends for 

* Col. Hi. 13. 
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earthly crowns and kingdoms/ the promise of a 
crown of glory and a kingdom without end ; 
and to^ the transitory illusions of n life wUch 
passeth like a dream/ the joys of eternity and 
immortal bliss. 
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SIXTH DIVISION. 



PARTICULAR SPECIES OP DIVINITIES. 

2TSe Virtues and Vices personijled. 

As all the Gods and Goddesses were supposed 
to owe their advancement into heaven to the 
virtaes^ these were all deified ; altars and temples 
were'taised'to them> and divine honors paid 
them: ' The' ancients likewise believed^ that 
eveiy vlrtae had a counteracting vice ; these 
were feared as destractive of human happiness^ 
and altars were raised to them^ to deprecate 
their malignant influence^ The princi|>al were 
Virtue^ Faith, Hope, Mercys Piety, Truth, Fide- 
lity, and Peace ;'^Envy, Fraud,Calumny, Discord, 
and Fear. 
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VIRTUE. 



Virtae was worshipped as a Goddess^ in Ifaa 
fonn of an elderly matron sitting upon a square 
stone ; a temple was dedicated to her : it was 
placed near the tmafie of Honor^ which conld 
not be entered without passing through that of 
Virtue^ to show that true honor can only be ob- 
tained by yirtuons actions. 



FAITH. 



Faith had a tenij^e at E^me, erected by 
Nnma Pomi^iw. fier sgfnbri wgs a vfbite 
dog; and two yonng Njnmphs diaking hands* 



HOPB. 



Hope, the last resonxce of mortals against the 
evils which oppress them, was worshipj[>Gd ad a 
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Divinity. She had several temples at 'Rome> 
where idie was called The Public Hope. She was 
represented with a horn of plenty, fruits, flow- 
ers, and a bee-hive^ Mariners pourtrayed her 
leaning upon an anchor. 



PIETY* 



Every species of piety received divine honors. 
A temple was raised to filial piety, on the foun- 
dation of that house which had been inhabited 
by the Roman lady, who had nourished her im- 
prisoned father vdth the milk of her breasts. 



MBRGY. 



^ The Athenians erected an altar to Mercy," 
which was an asylum for the unfortunate, from 
which no laws could force them. Tbe Romans 
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imiteted tbem, 3iid raiaed teaajftles to oompaB- 
mon, to wMch fbey gave flie name of A^lum. 



TRUTH. 



Traib was esteemed the mother of Tirtae. 
She was represented as a young yiigin covered 
with a robe white as snow ; she vras considered 
as the pledge of all honor, and the bond of 
society. 



FIDELITY. 



Thi9 Goddess presided over sincerity in trea- 
ties, and equity in commerce, and the most 
inviolable oaths were taken in her name. She 
had a temple founded to her honor by Niuna 
PompiUu^. tSbe^iajggeneraUy represented by two 
women sbaldng hfmds^ « 
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PEACB. 



Peace was represented under the form of a 
fexiiale crowned with laurel, olive, and roses. In 
hex hand she held' the Cadttcens and some 
dtos of com, emblematical of the abundance 
ske produces. 



BNVY. 



EnVy "v^as represented as a woman witha pale 
and meagre countenance, pining away at the 
enjoyment of others. 



FRAUD. 



This Deity was represenledwith a bumfua 
face, and a serpent's bed^; iB«tiMiL;end of her 
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tail was a scorpion's sting. She swims through 
the rirer Cocytas, and her head only is seen 
above water. 



CALUMNY. 



Calumny was represented as a woman hold* 
ing a lighted torch in one hand, and with the 
other twisting the neck of a young man whilst 
praying to the Gods. Suspicion and Conspi- 
racy are near her, and Envy goes before. 



DISCORD. 



Discord was the daughter of Nox, and the 
sister of the Fates and Death. She was driven 
by Jupiter from heaven, because she excited 
continual qmn:els; among the Gods. She is re- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



97 

ptesented with torn gannents^ and a dagger con- 
cealed in her bosom : her head is twisted round 
with serpents. 



P]|AR. 



The Lacedemonians placed the temple, of 
Fear hear the Ephori^ in order to inspire crimi- 
nals with the dread of punishment When aji 
oath was taken Fear was always named with 
the other Gods : she was represented with hair 
erect, in the attitude of looking upwards, with 
her mouth extended and a troubled aspect. 






REFLECTIONS. 



The loveliness of virtue ;9iid the deforpodty of 

vice naturally excited appropriate sensations of 
Myth. I 
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veneration and abhorrence. The powerfol in- 
flnence of good and evil actions were felt and , 
acknowledged^ and the sources^ from whence 
they proceeded, being considered as distinct 
principles, they were personified as different 
Deities. To invoke the divine influence of 
virtae under every form, was a less painful effort 
than to train the mind to the exercise of piety 
and mercy, or the observance of truth and fide- 
lity. Vanity might erect an altar to these 
severe and self-denying principles, which the 
votary had neither courage to emulate, nor vir- 
tue to aspire to. But the pure and perfect 
spirit, that has drawn its doctrine from the 
sources of revelation, and who has in view the 
treasiares of a better and the glories of a brighter 
world, ** where mercy and truth are met together, 
and righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other,''' will testify Ma veneration for those 
virtaes, which are the harbingers of future bliss, 
and the symbol of happy angels, not by altars 

" Psal. LXZZT. IQ. 
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raised and sacrifices offered, but by modelling 
his heart to become their sanctuaiy. Then we 
shall see, not the molten image, nor the scnlp- 
iHred statue, but the sanctified soul, and the sub- 
dued spirit; not striking the astonished sense, 
nor arresting the delighted eye, but winning by 
the gentle voice of persuasion, and the power 
pf example, to a life of holiness on earth, and 
•securing the promises of eternal life in Heaven. 
Then we shall behold compassion pouring in the 
balm of pity, and binding up the wounds of the 
-broken spirit ; Faith trusting in Jesus and tak- 
ings the Gospel for her guide ; Hope, whose 
anchor is the cross, whose haven is above; 
Charity embracing all mankind with a sister^s 
love; Humility walking in lowliness of mind, ' 
esteeming others better than itself ; Fortitude 
leaniQg on the rock of ages as its salvation ; 
and that peace, which Jesus gives to him wh6 
loveth him and keepeth his commandments,' 
^* the peace of a pure heart and of a good con'* 
science, and of fiedth unfeigned/'^ 

' John xiT. jir. * 1 Tim. i. 5. 
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Pagan wof shippers offered sacrifices and sop- 
plications to those evil propensities, which from 
the corruption of our nature mingle with onr 
best intentions^ and against which we are charg- 
ed, in the spirit of Christian watchMness, to 
keep the heart with all diMgenco, since out of it 
are the issues of life. They beheld with dis- 
may the fatal influence of those vices, which we 
are taught, not so much to dread as to subdue, 
not to siok under but to conquer; and we are 
expressly enjoined by St. Paul, ''not to be 
overcome with evil but to overcome evil with 
good/"' Inspired with t^nror at the appearance 
of misfortunes, ,the cause of whicA they were 
ignorant of, they addressed even their apprehen- 
sions as a Deity. Fear had temples and altais 
raised to her, and with the spirit of prophetic 
dread, they named her with the sacred Divinities 
by whom they swore, lest mingling her influence 
with theiV best wishes, and their purest motives^ 
she might appal the most courageous* Sup- 
port, encouragement, and consolation, were not 

* Horn. XII. %t, 

Digitized byV^OOQlC 



lOl 

the attributes of Pagan pUloioplijr, to iMite 
tl|e sinking, to cheer the drooping, and banish- 
terror frbm the troubled mind, is the gentle 
spirit of the Gospel of Jesus. ^' Fear not, Mary, 
for fhou hast found favor with God,"' was the 
cheering apostrophe of the Holy Angel, when she 
was troubled in mind at the glorious salutation 
which hailed her the future mother of our Lord. 
'' Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of 
^jgreat joy;*** were the grateful sounds which 
struck the ear of the astonished shepherds, to 
whom this Saviour was announced. '^ Be not 
aflfrighted,"'^ was the encouraging .voice of that Sa- 
viour to the pious women, who came with devoted 
affection to visit the sepulchre of their crucified 
Iiord, who having overcome the power of death 
and hell, and burst the confines of the tomb, 
confinned by his own resurrection the promise 
of that immortality he died to establish. " For 
as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive/' ^ 

> Luke I. so. * Luke ii. 10. 

' Msrk ZTX. 0. ^1 Cor. zvi. 9S. 
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SEVENTH DIVISION. 



HBROBS AND DEMI-GODS. 

The heroes and Demi-Gods of profane his- 
tory were> strictly speakings the offspring of a 
Diyiiut; and a mortal. But this appellation was 
afterwards conferred upon all those distinguisb- 
cd characters^ who had acquired any celebrity. 
Among whom we may reckon the leaders of the 
Grecian Colonies^ the conquerors of the Golden 
Fleece^ and warriors who fought in the Thebaic 
and Trojan wars. The worship of the Heroes^ and 
Demi-Gods consisted in the celebration of games 
to their honor^ at which their most illustrious 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



103 

achievements were simg. They were supposed to 
enjoy continued existence^ and interest them- 
selves in the affairs of mortals. The most cele- 
brated were Inachus, Ceeropa, Cadmus, Pehps, 
Per$eus,^ Theseus, D^daius, Heroes, Jason, Castor 
•Ad Pollux, Orpheus, ^sculapius, Promaheu^, 
Mhiliis, 9akd Ulysses. 



INACHUS. 



laacltas came from Phoenicia into Greece 
1880 years before the Christian £m. He found- 
ed the city of Argos in the Morea^ anciently 
called Peloponnesus, situated on a river to which 
he gave his name. From this prince a longlsuc- 
cession of monarchs descended, named Inachides. 
The Isthmus, which joins Morea to Greece, was 
famous for the Isthmian games, oel^Mrated in 
honor of Neptune. 
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GBOROFg AND OOOftUS* 

Cec]t)|» came from Egypt to esteblkhUm* 
^self in Attica, where ke founded the 12 towns 
which composed the kingdom of Athens. Ht 
introduced the laws, religious ceremonies, and 
customs of the Egyptians, and laid tihe. founddr 
tions of those improvements, which afterwards 
rendered Athens the seat of arts, science, and 
politeness. The kingdom of Athens continued 
above 500 years, and ended in Codrus, who de* 
voted himself to death to save his country. It 
was afterwards governed by perpetual magis- 
trates^ called Arcbontes. 



CADMUS. 



: Cadmus was one of the most celebiatedJead- 
ers of ^ Grecian Colonies, and has been im- 
mortalised for the introduction of the use of 
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letters into Greece, the alphabet being unknown 
before his time. He left the coast of Phoeniciii 
about 1850 years before Christ, to form an esta- 
bUshment in Bceotia, where be built the city of 
Thebes, so renowned for its wars ^d military 
heroes. He triumphed over all the obstacles h« 
met with from the barbarous provinces, whidk 
suzrounded him, subdued the MoikaiB, who re- 
e^ved from him the customs, laws, and reUgioii 
«f Phceuicia and Egypt And from that p^i^d 
ttie uSoI^ and Phoenicians wefevmted as one 
pwple. 



PBLOPS. 



Pelbps n^M the latot stranger of rmowB, wte 
settled in Greece befdre the capture of Troy. Be 
was one of the most powerful princes 6f 6reece> 
and gaVe faSs name t6 the peninsala of Pdopoit- 
nesus* He had two sons, Atreus imd Thyest^f , 
retnatkable for their mutual hatred. Atreus was 
the father of Agamemnon and Mehelans^ who 
distiDguished themselves in the mc^ge of Troy.: 
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PSR8SUB. 



« Feroeus was the son of Jnpiter and Danaci^ 
^^aughter of Acrisins^ king of the Argives. It 
liaving been foretold by an oracle, that Acrisins 
/should be deprived of his life and crown by his 
grandson^ he confined his daLnghter Danae in a 
^brazen tower, that she might haye no commnnl- 
x^aAion with any man. Jnpiter, however, fonnd^ 
aneans of penetrating into her retreat, by trans^ 
forming himself into a shower of gold. After 
Persens was bom, Acrisius had the mother and 
child put into a phest, and thrown into the sea. 
They were found by some fishermen on Um 
chores of one of the Cyclades :— -and the. decrees 
^f ifae oracle were verified; for Acrisius being 
present at the game of the quoit, io which Perseus 
•was engaged, he accidentally received his death- 
JllOw from his grandson. When Perseus was 
;arrived at manhood he was distinguished by flie 
favor of the Gods; Mercury supplied his head and 
feet witti wings, Vulcan forged liim a scjmetif. 
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and Mlnerra lent him a shield. With (be hdp* 
of these he perfonned many exploits, the most- 
famous of which are, first, his delivering Andro- 
meda, who was chained to a rock by the Nereids^ 
to be devoured by a sea monster, because she* 
presumed to compare her. beauty with theirs:- 
2DdIy, his defeating Medusa, one of the Gorgons, 
who were sea Deities of a hideous aspect ; by the 
assistance of Minerva he cut oS her head, from 
the blood of which sprung the vnnged horse Pe- 
gasus, who flying over mount Helicon, andstiik- 
ing it with his foot, produced the fountain Hippo* ^ 
crene, so much celebrated by the poets. 



THBS£U8. 



Theseus was the son of ^Egeus, king of 
Athens, who gave his name to the .^ean sea* 
In a war which his father had with Minos, king 
of Crete^ he was taken prisoner and confined 
in the labyrintti built by Daedalus; by the 
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neaafl of Ariadne. he eioafed, and dew die 
Miaotanr, an animal half man and half hall; 
he afterwaidn overcame the Centaois, who wen 
half men and half hoises, Tanqmshed the Tlie* 
bans, defeated the Amazons, vkited the inCer- 
nal regions^ and letamed again on eurth. 



DiBDALUS. 



Dasdalus was descended from Erectheus, king 
of Afliens; he was a skilful architect, and is said 
to have built for Minos, king of Crete, an edi- 
fice called the Labyrinth, which was so curious- 
ly constructed, that those who once entered, 
could never extricate themselves. He was the 
first who invented sails to ships, which the pofsts 
have celebrated under the name of wings, which 
they pretended he attached to his son Icarus, 
who by soaring too near the sun, melted the wax 
which fastened these wings, and he feU into the 
sea, which was afterwards called the learian 
sea. 
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HERGULlSS. 

SCerctiles, called likewise Alcldes> from his 
force and valor^ was the son of Japiter and 
Alcmena^ the wife of Amphitryon. . He was 
esteemed ihe most iHnstrious of all the heroes 
6f antiquity. Being persecuted by the anger :of 
JunOj he traversed the eartb> destroyrag monsters^) 
and subduing giants and oppressors. Por thes6 
wondetful exploits be was deified and wbtship- 
ped as the God of strength. His most celebrat'- 
ed achieyements were called the 12 labors of 
Hercules^ and were performed in the service of 
Eurystheus, according to the decree of fhe Gbda* 
1. He killed an enormous lion in the forest of 
N'emea, "whose skm he afterwards wore as 4 
trophy. 

"2. He destroyed^ in the lake of Lema, the 
Hydra, a dreadful serpent, which had seveil 
beads; as soon as one was destroyed, another 
immediately sprung up, so that his labor was 
fruitless, till he seared the root iti(2i a ted hot 
iron. 

Myth, 4i:- 
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3. He boimd a Tvild boar, of prodigious size, 
that infested (be mountain of Erymanthus. 

4. He pursued, for the space of a whole year, 
on the mountains of Menelaus^ a bind conse* 
erated to Diana, famous for its golden horns and 
brazen feet ; he at length caught it. 

5. He killed or drove away the birds of the 
Idke Stjrmphalus, whiph obscured the sun in their 
flight, and canied way men and devoured them. 

6. Hedefeatedthe Amazons, a nation of war- 
like wom^n, and took their Queen, Hippolite, 
prisoner. 

7« Hecleansed, in one day, by turning the river 
Alpheus through it, the stables of Augeas, which 
had not been emptied for thirty years, though 
three thousand o:2^en were constantly lodged in 



8. He tamed a furious bull, who did great mis- 
diief in Crete. 

0. He vanquished Diomede, tyrant of Thrace, 
who it is said fed his horses with human flesh. 

10. He slew Gferyon, King of Spain, said to 
have three bodies, because he reigned over three 
island^i^ Majorca, Minorca, and Ebusa. 
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11. He destroyed the dragon flkat gitarded the 
golden apples in the gardens of the Hesperides* 

12* He dragged to the light of day the triple 
beaded CerbemS; froiy^ the infernal regicms. Hav- 
ing achieved these celebrated labors, he became 
formidable not only to Earysthens, who had no 
longer ^y hope of conquering him, but to all the 
other princes in the world. But aQ his valor 
conid nat protect him from the power of love. 
Onqphale, queen pf Lydia, gained smii «^ aseeor 
dancy over his afections, that he dq^ded Idm- 
self so fiur as ta spia anumg: her women. Be 
afterwards esponsed Dejamra^ which was &tal 
to hipi, for- Nessttff (who is described as. a Cen- 
taur, being always on horseback) insnKed and 
attempted to cany her off; but the hero l^ifg 
fly an arrow steeped in the blood of the Hydi^, 
gave him a mortal wound. Nessus, to revenge 
Ms death, gave her his coat, pretendii^ it had 
the property of preventmg the affections of Her- 
<»des from wandering. As soon as he had pat 
on tbia fatal gift of Dejaoira, he felt i^nsdf 
cotsumed by a devouring fire, and threw himself 
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6n the pile he Bad ptej^ajred for a sacrifice, ^here 
he perished. He is tepresented clothed in the 
skin of the Nemean lion, and leaning oii a dub. 



JASON. 



Jason was (he son of Esbn, king of Tbessalia 
. and AIcimede« He yms ike leader of the celia^ 
Mated expedition to ColchiS;^ to fetch the Golden 
:'j?leece*' This iiras called the Argonaiitic expe- 
dition, frdfm the sfiip Argo, which was said to be 
linade of ttie wood of the grove Dodona, and to 
possess the power of giving <»acular responses, 
. In this vessel he embarked with many of the 
most illoistrioas warnors of Greece^ who offered 
'to' share the glory of the enterprize. Poetic 
' fiction has exaggerated the dangers and difficul- 
tieSy which were represented as formidable mon- 
sters^ who guarded this treasure*--wbich by some 
was supposed to be a Bam with a golden fleece: 
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etliefs imagined, that particles of gold being 
mixed with the aands of the river ki Colcbui, 
dMep flUas wraeeaLtended at flie bottom; by 
wfaichmeans ^tes amassed gteat ridies. 

The achievemeat of this conqvest was obtained 
by the assistanee (tf^ Medea, the daughter of tide 
prince,, who by ber eachanlmeBts lulled to slasfi ' 
&e monsters Ijbiat gaavded the fleece, of wfaicb 
be took possessiOBy, and set sail withMedea» 
wbom be married; He afierwaids abandoned 
Her for Creiisa, .daughter of the king of Corinth. 
Medea, to. revenge this infidelity, murdered her 
own childi^n by him, and endosing fire in a 
easket she sent it to Creiisa, who opening it, 
file flames burst out, and. destroyed bet and all 
tfaepalace« 



CASTOR AND POLLUX. 

Castor and Pollux were the twin sons of 
Leda, thJBwifeofkmgTyndaros. Pottux, bei^g 
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lioiiored mtth the appellation of ihe son of Jupi*- 
ter^ WQB ' considered immortal. Being xeared 
tcigether^ and continually engaged in the same 
pnrsnits^ they became so tenderly i^tadied to 
hwcb other, that Castor being killed in an engage^ 
ment^ Pollux intreated Jupiter either toisuffef 
him to die, or su^ his departed brother to 
share his immortality. Jupiter granted his rer» 
quest, and they were transported to the Zodiac, 
where they form the Constellation called tho 
Twins* 



ORPHEUS. 



Orpheus was considered tbe-son of Apollo and 
the Muse Calliope. He excelled in music^ poetry, 
and philosophy ; and played so harmoniously on 
his lute, that he stilled the tempests, tamed 
savage animals, and gave motion to the trees 
and rocks. JViOter the loss of JSurydice^his wife^ 
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he followed her to the entrance of the infernal 
regions^ where the melody of his voice so 
charmed Pluto^ that he obtained her restoration^ 
on condition tiiat he did not look behind him 
till he returned on earfh. Bat the impatience of 
Orpheos being nnable to submit to this painful 
restraint, he tamed his eyes, and his beloved 
jEorydice yaiushed fix>m his embrace* 



JESCULAPIUS* 



JEsculapius was the son of Apollo, and the 
God of Physic ; he is represented with a crown 
of laurels, and knots in the staff he leans on, 
to signify the difficulties in the study of Physic. 
It was said that he was destroyed by Jupiter 
with a thunderbolt, because Pluto complained 
that his art diminished the subjects of his em- 
pire. He was worshipped at Rome, where a 
serpent was consecrated to him« 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



lie 



PROMBTHBUS. 



, Prometheus was the son of rapetos,^ from 
whom tfie Greeks boast iheir descent. Seeing^ 
Jupiter had created man, he endeavoured to imi-^ 
tate him^ by formii]^ statues of day; and ac-< 
quired such perjGeetion ill ibis art^ that they 
appeared ahuost animated.. Minerva telling 
him^ that they wanted only heavenly fire to give- 
them life^ the ambitious Prometheus conceived- 
the idea of stealing it^, and lighted a flambeau at 
the rays of the sxm.. As soon he had commu- 
nicatedthis celestial flame to his statues they ri- 
valled the productions of Jupiter. This God^ to * 
punish his presumption, ordered Vulcan to bind; 
him to Mount Caucasus, where a -wilture con— 
*tinual]y preyed upon hisliver,whidi was perpe- 
tually renewed. Not appeased by this vengeance,, 
Jupiter summoned the beautiful Pandora. to his; 
presence. Pandora, which signifies all gifts, had: 
been formed by the other Gods ; who, jealous that t 
Jupiter should alone possess the power, of creat- 
ing man, united their talents to produce a f er^- 
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yect woman; eachbesto^dng on her some nM 
^itidowiBent Jupiter desired her to carry a box 
toEpimetheus^ the broths of Prometheus^ which 
contained every species of evil. As. soon as. he 
had dp^enedit these escaped^ and spread over aH 
the earth; Hope alone^ the last resource of un^ 
happy mortals^ remained at the bottom of the box. 



ACHILLES. 



, Achilles wis the son of Pelens and Hietis. 
He was esteemed an invincible warrior^ aixd the 
Oracles had predicted that Troy could not be 
taken without his aid. Thetis plunged him 
into the Styx^ to render him invulnerable^ and 
when the armies assembled to besiege Troy 
she privately sent him to the court of Lycomede^, 
disguised in a female diess. Ulysses discovered 
this artifice, and en^ed him to embark in this 
expedition; and Vulcan, at the intreatiies of 
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Thetb^ fiiniiflhed fainl wiHi iuffnow^ He kiUeA 
Hector, son of Pdam, King of Tfoy, and pefkih^ 
ed Umself by the hand of Paris, who shot him 
in the heel, by which Thetis held him when she 
phmged him in the Styx ; the only pftrt in which 
he was Tttlnemble. 



ULYS8BS. 



UlysseSi the son of Laertes, was one of the 
laost disttngttished heroes at the siege of IVoy, 
4>y f^ose wisdom and stratagem the city was-' 
delivered into the power of the Greeks. After 
ttds war he was driven by contrary winds into 
different ports, and by varioos accidents prevent- 
ed reaching his native country for a space of 
ten yearsj Penelope, his wife, dnring this long 
absence was. an example of virtue and prudence ; 
no inireaties could prevail on her to violate the 
promise of constancy she had made to Ulysses. 
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When &he was mved, by her reUtions and sui'* 
tora^ to accept a fatwe husbaad, and fonnd she 
«Q«ld no longer defer her election^ she requested 
to fim^h a task of needle-work^ which she had 
allotted herself. The event depending on its 
completion^ she undid by night what she had 
accomplished during the day ; by this delay she 
gained time till the retam of Ulysses^ who put 
all her suitors to death. 



KEFLECTIONS. 

In perusing these exploits of the Heroes of 
the Fabulous Times^ abounding with the mar* 
vellous and absurd, we are as nrach amused 
^1h the fanciful anbellishments of fiction^ aa 
astonished at the miraolea that undaunted 
courage and unwearied perseverance could 
achieve:— Jason trusting his adventurous bark 
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t6 die perils of imknoi;^ 66a5> braving the vid^*' 
lence of the tempests tfaiotigb the unfathomed 
deep, unappalled by the fables of the fiery dra* 
gons which stratagem, trasted to subdae^when 
<;otirage dared not hope for success ; — Hercnles 
capturing monsters, and astounding by his deeds . 
of prowess the princes of the earth; — ^Persons 
^ndaiigeringhis own life to deliver captive inno* 
cence and beauty ;— the fabled Twins> trium<» 
phant in the field of battle^ and in those cele- 
brated games, where the mental and corporeal 
powers, trained by a long course of discipline^ 
displayed unrivalled agility, strength, and skill ; 
—•and, what is more interesting to fiiendsMp 
and feeling, the tender Pollux imploring death to 
be Ms portion if immortality was not to be 
the lot of bis brother Castor; ''they were 
'' swifter than eagles ; they were stronger than 
*^ lions ; they were lovely and pleasant in their 
'* liws, and in their death were not divided.'*', 
6rpheus taming the ferocious beasts^ and still 
more ferocious hetrt of man, by the dweet sounds 

' 2Sani.i. «3. 
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of bis lyre» wbich mdited even tbe obdarate 
4ipirit of Pluto, and won from the regibns of 
tbe dead Ms beloved EuTydice,**-TOund whose 
tomb the birds of song waibled a plaintive melo- 
dy, to chann her wandering shade and soothe 
his tender melancholy. If those days of heroic 
prowess are past, if the improvement of the 
arts has removed the difficulties they encoun* 
tered,. and science taught the fallacy of the 
dangers feared ; if the page of truth unadorn- 
ed by the poet's fiction sinks to insignificance^ 
when compared with these visionary achieve- 
ments; let us turn from the triumphs pf the 
Pagan to the nobler and higher conquest of the 
Christian hero ; let us contend for the mastery 
of our passions, and the subjection of our 
heart, putting on the whole annour of God ; 
let us fight under the banners of Christ cm-* 
cified, to obtain, not the fading laurel, nor the 
perishable gem, but to ensure that incorruptible 
crown of glory, which is prepared for his fol* 
lowers in the kingdom of the blessed. 
A corrupted tradition of the transgression of 
Myth. Ij 
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ourfii^t pareiits liia^ be tmced lo'tbe fabli^ 
tiJiiPeMtires B^rbmetheiis, whoi^ t^restittiptodi)^ 
spiHt iAteSto rival ^flie god 6( Wd ifl^fcttty^ 
atidv^est ttoka the ^lestial abodes that light 
andlLiiotdedge/^hich fa mtircyhad been ij^ifh- 
heM frttin his bbttiided faculties. InHhe speci* 
oils tAidsedueitog' suggestions, vHUchpointedout 
tb^hitad^thie ^d'r^t^s of possessing, tmd ttte 
Ihbaihi bfattglinitog tiiese blessings, which ha<l 
b^i^h d^ibd, the wiles of the great deeeir^r bf 
'ihaukiiia ^te ftitiiily tj^lfied ; "ye shall not 
«MtiDly diie. Tbt God idbth knoW, that in the 
**iaatyye-eatiherebf, tii*h yonr eyes s3»all be 
^' t^pfeflfed, toidjre «haH be^^ €toas,toao"mi!ig gdod 

'In'tiiepfrid^hitoent Whidi followedfl^ oflRfence> 

itwd in the evils tWtfdh ^ceeeded, sj[)fe^^dirig 

detlolHttibU 8tWd tetsety direr ^11 the edrth, " tri- 

**1>ttlation ^nd ataguiA to erery sotil of mate,*'* 

IrtlVWg-WMy '%ei» tjotofott his s^M tttei «d- 

^f^ rate; the fetaRisbbtedieiice *f » Adam, awd 

the wrecfc^f ^Ws'tetaapdttLl a»a etenidl llapfH- 

- a^jjs aVe- bbscHrely fibred. ^3»ut if fte bdBging 

I Gen. iii. 45. f Horn. ii. 9. 
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down from above that animating spirit^ which 
the Heathens symbolised under the emblem 
of fire^ roused the vengeance of the God of Pro- 
mefheus; and was to him a consuming fire^ even 
unto death ; is.tlmianot: fon us a apirit which 
destroys to^make alive, a spirit which puriiSes 
the heart, and sanctifies it to obedience ? If the 
acquisition of this forbidden knowledge taught 
only^fhe misery and desolation of sin, is there 
not a wisdcmi to which we may aspire, which 
weaseMd to seek, whlel;^ we are eiyoined to 
pray Ibr; '^ihe^ wisdom Uiatis from aboapre^ 
^f willed i& firsj^ure, tiben peaceable, geutley eas^^ 
^ to beioBtxeajted, fuH ofmercy and good^iliits. )'''• 
In the beautifiil allegoijir of Pandora may we 
not teace Ike cbiisoling iniaenca of that Ihope^ 
which, though hid ftom many mthe daxk^agee^ 
and but famtly shadowed out to tii^^ chosea 
servants of God, softened the primal curse, that 
bitter punishment of sin, and tempering ^ustiee 
with mercy, held out the promise of redemptimi 
to a future race, and the hope of salvation^ to the 
ends of the earth ? 

' James iU« 17. 
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EIGHTH DIViglON. 



THE THBBAN WARS. 

Thb city of Thebes, so renowned for its wars, 
was sitaated in BoBotia.' Laius, its king^had been 
infomied.by the oracle, that ^e son who should 
proceed from his marriage with Jocasta should 
be the mmdeier of his fieither, and the hnsbahd 
q( his mother. Wben theTcMld was bom, he. 
^as exposed to become the prey of wild beasts. 
But b^ng found by one of the shepherds of the 
king pf Corinth, he was presented to the queen, 
who brought him up as her son, under the 
name of CEdipus. Having learnt when he ar- 
rived at nianbodd, that he was not the son of 
Po]ybus, and finding from the oracle be con* 
. * - - * 
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aolted^ that he shauI4 discover his f£(.tber at 
Phocis^ he tool^ ti^ xpacl thither. Meetii^ i^ a 
it^irow way with an old man who hai^btilyhade 
him not to obi^tract his passag^> he attacked and 
slew him. ^his jjras his fn^fher La^. 

After this fatal accident the kingdom of 
Thebes a^dUielMnd of J[ocasta were promised 
to hiui> vfbp si^ould deliver the city fifoapd the 
miseries it was afflicted with^ h^y the incim^iOD, 
of banditti^ who haying united with Sp^iynx^ (he 
natural daughter of liaius, laid wsjste the 
country. CEdipus discovered her re^^atj^ disr 
persed the accomplices of her crimes> and m le- 
ceivii^ the hand of Jocasta accomplished the 
oracle in its full extent. By her be had two 
sons^ Eteocles and Polynioes> and two daugMBrs^ 
Antigone and Ismene. This unfortunate and 
guilty pair haying discovered, <he fatal se<»et^ 
Jocasta terminated her grief by a^ violeiM! deatii^ 
and CEdipus tore out his eyes> and sentenced' 
himself to perpetual teile^ Eteodes and Po- 
lyniccs agreed to share aUemately tiie cares of 
government. Eteocles, the elder> reigned first. 
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but recusing to resign the kingdom at the appointed 
time^ Polynices applied to Adrastus^ king of 
Argos, for redress. He gave him his daughter 
in marriage, and promised him powerful assist- 
ance. It was in this expedition that the illus- 
trious warriors of Greece immortalised their 
name, and the military art acquired a reputation 
till then unknown. After a long and undecisive 
hattle, in which the flower of the rival army pe- 
rished> Eteocles and Polynices, urged to madness 
by hatred and ambition, agreed to determine the 
dispute by single combat. They attacked each 
other with fury, and both perished in the dreadful 
contest. Though the Tbebans at last conquered, 
and the greatest part of the Argian generals 
were slaiD, their triumph was but of short dura- 
tion. The sons of those slaughtered chieftains 
avenged their fathers' cause. The city was at- 
tacked, abandoned and given up to pillage, and the 
Thebans beingpersuaded, that the judgment of the 
Gods would haunt them while the blood of CEdi- 
pus remained upon the earth, placed another 
family on the throne, and afterwards adopted 
the republican form of government. 
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THE TROJAN WAR. 



Troy was anciently the capital of Asia Mi- 
nor* It is celebrated for the ten years' war it 
sustained against the Greeks. An implacable ha- 
tred had long existed between Priam, king of 
Troy, and Agamemnon, king of Mycene, near 
Argos. This was kindled into a war by the 
treachery of Paris, the son of Priam, who, ena- 
moured with the beauty of Helen, the wife of 
Menelaus, abused his confidence and hospitality, 
and carried her oflF to Troy. The Grecian Princes 
breathing only revenge for this insult and dis- 
honor, summoned the diflFerent states, who 
united under the command of Agamemnon, 
solemnly vowing not to lay down their arms 
till they had conquered the Trojans. After 
repeated battles, in which the pride of their 
armies perished, a long siege, the most atro- 
cious cruelties, and the most artful stratagems, 
the Greeks triumphed, and Troy was reduced to 
ashes. 
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REFtiECTIQNS. 

In fho histpry of the Theban wars we be- 
hold the madness of ambition^ which to obtain 
a perishable crown^ sacrificed the dearest in- 
terests of nature^ and rent asunder the closest 
ties. We see children of the same parents^ relarr 
ed under the saine roof, and cradled in thesapie 
arms, forget '^ how good and pleasant a thing it 
"is for brethren to dwell together in unity.;"* 
a good which the holy psalmist compares to 
precious ointment, or the gentle influence of 
refreshing dew to the parched earth. Sacred 
writ, which every wherq abounds with the 
glowing language of oriental mcitaphor, em- 
ploys this beantifi(l and striking figure to ex- 
prei^ the force of friendship aud the deyoted- 
ness of affection. Saul wept for Jonathan 
^ith a brother's love : " I am distressed for thee^ 

* FsaL cxxxiii. 1^ 
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'' my brother Jonathan : very pleasant hast thoii 
" been unto me : thy love to me was wonderfol/'*^ 
Paul exhorts the disciples and servants of' 
Christ to love one another. " My beloved brethren^ 
''let us love one another ; for love is of God:" 
*^— and everyone thatloveth is bom of God;,: 
'* and knoweth God/' * The blessed Jesus 
to express his love for those he came down to 
save^ could find no tenderer appellation than that 
of brother. " Whoso doetb the will of my Father 
*' which is in Heaven, he is my brother/' ' Even 
in the Pagan world, feelings of hatred, when 
indulged against strangers and enemies, were 
held In just abhorrence as destructive in prin-' 
ciple and fatal in effect; but when direct-* 
ed against a brother's interest and a brother's 
life, thiey were considered so deep and dead- 
ly a crime, that poetry has employed a fright-* 
ful figure to expre'gs the relentless passions 
which animated them and the horrors of the deed, 
representing that the flames which rose from 
their funeral pile refused to unite, that their 

; 2 Sam. i. 36. * 1 John iv. 7. 

'Matth. xii. 50. 
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sUedin flieir fiiti^^ eiKi^tenoe. Tim hi$ife oii^k, 
eartUy diftdem^ tw^comabi^ttei^ctte'imshQld 
out to. tbeic iK^e^ dp4 4m iqjplp^fisQ of mM- 
nuriag moltitadcf, ttii^ AsasHe the* 9C|d$q^ and 
smodler the gqatl^ feelmg^i of th^ft^ indip ^NH^d* 
not coilteiiiplate t^e joyof heaven bos jraiiii: 
thehallehLJabd oftaiai^;olifi b93t; b«t w^i^a: 
cbrisliaiir age> and te^nd not d^pi^ ^^ ftt^lii^H^ 
privilege, have^e ex^ipplp.aildrtliopiieoDptSfC^a 
SaTioui:, who ha^ ta^ightq^ to '^Ipy^on?^ en^)A|e%^ 
'^ to blesa ttem. that ciif:se-n5^. to do g<^dio ^^^^ 
f^ tiiie^t hate iu9> aoA to pi»][ for iheiQ ^vi^ph de^ 
'^ spitefuUy ti3e 119 aiiid pei^epmte W' '- 

<< From whence oome war^ andfghlpgsampilg 
''you? come they not hj^nce even of your ki$ts» 
'' which war in your members V* * JN'othing caa 
more strongly es;empMfy the language of th<^ 
Apostle than <he subject we hs^ye jnst bee^ 
considering. We see in the Trojan war lawless 
passion and female frailty deluge the. eaxth wLtk 

' Matth. V. 44. * Jara. iv. 1, 
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blood. During; a space of ten years \ve find the 
flower of the Grecian yonth^ and their most 
renowned heroes, torn from their kindred and 
country, and led to perish on foreign shores. 
Those who escaped the fate of battle were ex- 
posed t>n their return to all the disasters of 
imprisonment and'Sfaipwivck, and after wan- 
dering as exiles, were received as strangers un<- 
expected and tmwelcome. Betrayed by their 
neatest rebttidns and fnend$> many were- driven 
to neek in distant lands a safejr asylum. And 
a' feW' generations only bad passed away, before 
ewn the name and lineage of the con£^e»ated . 
chiefs and trimnphaiit cosiq'aerors of desolated 
^Troy .wt^e buried in oblivion^. 
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KINTH DIVISION."^ ^' 



GAMES. 

.1 '- . #,..1 .X, - 

XrAMES were at first institated firom religioas 
motives. They were at the same time a public 
amasemeiit among the Greeks and Romans. 
Of tihiese games or exercises, three .priAcipally 
engaged the attention of the Bomanfi^* 

1.. The Equestrian or Qirule games, ;i¥hich 
consisted of races run in the Circus. . . 

2. The Combats called Agonales, which con* 
sisted in wrestling, or in combats between men 
and animals, trained for that purpose. These 
combats were exhibited in the Amphitheatre. 

3. Theatrical representations of Tragedies^ 
Comedies and Satires. 

The most celebmted games among the Gre« 
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oians were the Olyiapiaii, tlie Pyildan, the Ne« 
niMA, iffid the Utkmnii. Ibeae ooiudsted of 

1. If aric end mgiiif . 

8. Ctariot and foot race^. 

S. Leaping aiid the diacas: ttda latter was a 
heavy stone^ which they contanded who shdtdd 
throw fiirthest; 

' 4. WrestUng^ which consisted in exerting all 
their strength to throw each oih^ on the 
ground. 

5. The Cestns, or bojdmg. 

All these games begm^withaisolemnsacrifice. 
The conqneiors were proclaimed by a herald^ 
and celebrated with songs of victory. They 
were distingajshed by the most flattering honors^ 
and supported during life at the public ex- 
pense. 



TlSMPtBS. 



In tb^ eftily ages of Pafw wprship altars 
Myth. M 
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of rtone or tarf were the oidy pn^par^ons for 
their sacrifices ; but ^er iddlafry "ww e9t4iblUh- 
ed and the arts cultivated, mf^nlfieefi^t temples 
were raised, in which the stftttes of ^ Gods 
and of fflustrious men wete pbiced. Their 
votive offerings, aadihe trophies taken from^^lie 
enemy, were likewise deposited there. Tb6 build- 
ings were consecrated with the gvtetest cere- 
mony $ they were held in prbfonnd veneration, 
and considered an asylum for debtors . and 
crimhials. The principal were : 

1. The Temple of Belns. 

2. The Temple of Diana at E^ms. 
8. The Temple of Jupiter Qlympua. 
4. The Temple of Apollo at Delphi. 



THB TEMPLE OP BELUS. 

This famous edifice was the most ancient of 
ttelkgon Temples; Itwasi^mposed of e^t 
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towers, raised qik>b each other, suftd refpilttrly 
diminishing towards the top. ^is temple^ so 
remarkable for its construction and riches, was 
consecrated to the memory of Belus, who was 
jsmpposed to be the same as Nimrod. It is re- 
corded ifi Scripture under the name of the 
Tower of Babel, where God, to punish the 
daring impiety of man, confounded their lan- 
guage, and scattered them abroad on the face 
of the earth. 



THE TEMPLB OF DIANA AT BPHESUS. 

This Temple, one of the seven wonders of the 
world, was the work of several ages. All the na- 
tions of the east vied with each other in adorn- , 
ing and enriching it. It was 427 feet long and 
200 broad, and the superstructure was supported 
by 127 columns, each 60 feet high, the presents of 
'as many kings. It was burnt by Erostratu^, 
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^ho wished to render bis aame immortal by a 
crime that could neyer b^ foi^otteB. 



TEMTLis OF JUFITBR OLYMl^USi 

As this, magoificait edifice was intended to 
convey an idea of the Divine Majesty of Jupi- 
ter^ the sublimest efforts of human art were 
employed in its constmctionb ' It contained the 
throne and statue of Jupiter Oi3rmpas, composed 
of gold and ivory^ and the. work of the immortal 
Phidias. They reached from the pavement to 
the vanity which was 68 feet, and were objects of 
universal wonder and admiration. 



TEMPLE OP APOLLO AT DELPHI. 

This Temple, though not equal to that of Ju- 
piter in point of beauty or dimensiou/was much 
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richer in its possessiotis. ' For no answer could 
be obtained by thOsfe Who consnlVeia its oracles^ 
till some considerable present had beenm^e to 
adorn it. It was erected over the cavern which 
gave birth to its oracles^ and though once swal^^ 
lowed up by an 6arthqu^e^ was replaced by 
pother of equal splendor. 



■ r I I * " 



THE PANTHEON OP ROME.* 

This superb buildings which durmg the reign 
of Paganism wa^ consecrated to Ml the Qads, is 
now known under the name of the Ckupch of All 
Saints. It is considered as the greatest effort 
of architecture, and the sublimest monument of 
human genius. It still remains uninjured amidst 

* the war of elements, the wreck of matter, and 

* the crush of worlds/ 
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ORACLES. 

Oracles v/^te the invention of Priests to im • 
pose on the credulity and superstition of tiie peo- 
ple, by pretending by these means to predict 
future eyents and resolve important questions. 
They were very numerous, and the most re- 
markable were 

1. The Oracle of Dodona. 

2. The Oracle of Ammon. 
8. The Oracle of Delphi. 

4« The Oracle of Trophonius. 



THB ORACLE OP DODONA. 

This Oracle was one of the most ancient in 
Greece. The cbapel of this priestess w^ situat- 
ed near an oak, attbefodtofwiiitfi'a^fbunflain 
flowed, whosbgeBtlemiinmini'^mfti hiMqfimted 
by die priestess who presided, ^ predictions of 
f uture events. 
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ORACUB OF AMMON. 



Thifi Oracle was situated in the desarts of 
Lybia. It was coxisecrated to Jupiter under the 
name of Jupiter Ammon, who was represented 
with the head of a ram having horns. Eighty 
priests carried this statue upon their shoulders 
in a gilded ship, followed by young g^rls and 
matrons singing hymns in honor of the Grod. 
The responses of this oracle were announced by 
the priests from some morement or sign of the 
statue. 



OHACLB OP DELPHI. 

JJH» Om^ofJ>eijbiwM<^gt90i,fl aidiiiirity, 
iai4^th(|i0O8t Q^ebr^d m Greectk- Its priestess 
YVM oolM Pj^i^^ from Oie^csipent Python^ riain 
by : ApoBo. TheisM^ pqieslwe^ wwe* young 
virgins, selected with greatcare : it was supposed 
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they were inspired f|x>m tiia exhalations of a 
vapour >wfaic]» ij^uf^^fiovi a. cavern. Qyex the 
t>pening pf.thi^ieayem^ a tripod was.iflAce^i on 
which the piie^t^^^^ ^as» seated^ wh^.^he/^re- 
peated the answ^$ dictated by Apollp. ; 



ORACLE OF TROPHONIUS, 

TFhou^ liVophonius did not rank among iOe 
Gods, he had a fomons oracle in Boeotia. Hie 
responses were given in a cavern. Those who 
wished to consult this orable were prepared by 
certain ceremonies before they were admitted. 
On their return they wrote on a tablet what 
they had seen or heard, and this was interpreted 
by the priest. 



SYBILS. 



The ancients gare the name of Sybild ^o a 
certain number of young females ^f9hom they 
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supposed endowed with the gift of prophecy. 
These oracles were written in a species of 
poetry, called Sybilline verses. The Sybils were 
very namerotis : the most famous were, 

1. The Persian, called Sambethe, who styled 
herself daughter4B-law of Noah. 

3. The Lybian, said to be a daughter of 
Jupiter. ^ 

d. He Delphian, who, after the capture of 
Thebes, was appointed priestess to the temple 
of ApoUo at Delphi. 

4. The Sybil of Cum». 
This was the most celebrated of all the 
Sybils, a native of Cumae, near Rome. She was 
priestess to Apollo, by whom she was inspired^ 
She rendered her oracles from the bottom of 
a cavern, pfaced in a temple of that God, which 
had an hundred doors, whence the answers of 
this prophetess were announced in as many ter- 
rible voices. She had a temple erected to her 
by the Romans, who honoured her as a divinity. 
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^- 5. The lErythrean. 

This prophetess foretold the success of the 
Trojan war, at the time the Greeks embarked 
for that expedition. 

6. The Camett. 
This Sybil, borCi at Ouma, a dty of i£olis, is 
celebrated for having sold her coUeoticMi tf 
Sybilline verses to Tarquin the Elder. This 
coUection consisted t>f nine books, for wUoh 
she asked three hundred pieces of gCM : this 
being riBfused, she threw three of t^m into the 
fire, still demanding the same price. Tarquin 
persisted in his refusal, and the priestess in her 
demand, till only three books remained. The 
king fearing she would destroy these likewise, 
granted her the sum she required. These books 
were confided to the care of two priests called 
Duumviri, whose whole employment was to 
wa.tch over the sacred treasure. When Christi- 
anity was established, public veneration for 
these verses dimimshed, and they wore burnt 
vunder the reign of the Emperor Honoiius. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

The public games among Ibe^ andente were 
notmeiely amnseniftnts; they were origmally 
instatated fFom religious motives in ceIebratioi» 
of national. victaries> aaid in honcor of their 
QodB, mid. were attesided with all the solemni* 
ties and sacrifices of their worship. The com- 
batants. w«re txained to these different exercises 
by a loi^ course ofi discipline and painfiil priva- 
tions ; strength was requisite to some, i^ity'to 
others, bat entire devotion to the gen^td cause 
was indispensable to allii Sneh likewise is the 
warfare of the Chrii^aan combatant; but the 
Pagan contended only for theprize of acorraptt 
ible crown, which in the contest one only could 
obtain; to the Chxistian's view and. the Chrisr 
tian's hope, an ind^rmptible crown is offered, 
and the «m^s4ery promised to every man that 
continueth in well-doing. But if their reward 
was less glorious, so were their trials less 
severe; they wrestled only against flesh and 
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blood, we against the pEincipalities and rulers 
of darkness. But as they had only temporal 
adrersaries, so had they only temporal sup- 
ports; to as the whole annour of God is given, 
the breastplate of righteoasaess,^ the daeld 
of faith/ the helmet of salvation, and above 
aU, the sword of the sfdrit, which te the 
Word of Ood.> With these ''kt ns strive to 
''fight the good fight of faith, and lay hdld on 
^'eternal Ufe,* that we may receive tiie cfown 
'^ of righteousness, which the Lord, the ri^btoous 
'' Judge, shall give at the last day, to all who 
'' love his appearing.''' 

If we wish to contemplate the vanity of earthly 
splendor and the weakness of human art, we 
have but to turn bur eyes to the temples of the 
Heathens, those monuments of antiquity, whi4A 
are now mouldering into ruins. Those magtn- 
ficent edifices raised to Gods made with hands, 
the united labors of successive ages, the nu)st 

« Ephcs. vi. 14, 16, ir. * t Tim. vi, 12. 
' 2 Tim. iv.8. 
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exqiii9ite devices ^ tCin^ ^ and fgemus/ ''the 
'' tsnple of .the g9eaAi€MdejB8ifl)iaiiaj^ tidbtoni 
'^ all Asia and -^ tha;>fyroisUf vor^hiK^/''' 
£raa the Temple, of >SdfmtQii> t^jMmr^ry . of 
file Sasti to ^ribitph tiie QueoB of^SheH eame 
toH'pay her thmage, ''.biaiigii^ very great 
'' stoies ., and preeieus stones ;"* and the 
'i QfttAcJiahfi^n;' a^ .^^gt of him ^' who 
'^ hwiL it :))y 4ie iwiwht of< bis powe^^ and for 
'f ' the < hoaof of . ids . jq^ajesty ^''^ these hav^ all 
yielded, to Ae s^w^jeipBg iofiiience of tinve^ and 
sunk in ^e l^se of ^gas. Their mighty ora- 
cles too are dumb^ and their prophetic minis* 
iers axe mut^* Those oracles which decided the 
fUe of nations^ to widch every eye was tamed> 
and every ear listened in silent expectation; to 
ffhose power vtbe moAt'g^gc^ntic.mind and the 
bi^igfatiest spirit bowed and becan^e^' gentle as 
'^^.,little child :"* those far-iamed priestesses^ 
wjb^se inspirfitions w^ipe snH^Ofted, to ^ye been 
caught fromheaven, and whose hallowed Ups 

^ Acts xix. 97. ' * iXings x. 10. 

3 Dan. hr. SO, ♦ Luk^ xviii. It. 

Mlfth. -K 
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were' belfeved (o have «t<^Med deetees of 
almighty ^srisdom: fntu^i tyramqr and «q^r- 
slitioii weie ijhek supporters^ and wifb tbem 
fliey have faUen. The Sun et Rii^teousoffiu^ 
wbich bas arisen, btm dispcUed those etoada 
of darkness and enror, imd the light of tn]^ now 
slanes on the Christian world m all ito gk>ry.^ 

But if these prophetic wanungs are ^imb, 
l^te we not an oracle that shall never fail; 
Die words of eternal Ufe^ sealed with the 
tllood of a cmcified Saviour, who has de- 
clared that it is easier for heaven and earth 
to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail. * 
To this oracle let us tiien tarn, and on the page 
of sacred writ rest our hope and our trust. The 
prideand policy of Pagan.priests taught their 
doctrine in ambiguity, and shut out the light of 
truth from the untutored mind ; but Jesus invites 

^ Vide Frontispiece. Superstition^ terrified at the anui* 
hilation of tbeTagan Deities, is directed by the Angel of 
Jji^t to behold the manifestation of ih« Gospel^ which is 
symbolised by the Cross of Christ. 

* Luke xvi. 17. 
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tiie simplest and tEe bomblest siimer to driid: at 
ttie pure and heavenly streams, ^rhase waters 
are the fountain of life. ^ 

If the interpretations of their oracles and the 
intercession of their priests, who ^' daily offesed 
* up sacrifice, first for their own sins and then 
^ for the people's,''' mnst be purchased by 
gifts and treasures proportioned to the wealth 
and crimes of the transgressors, let us foe 
thankful " that we have not an High Priest 
^^ who cannot be touched with OD? infinni- 
'^ ties,"* but one who is " holy, harmless, unde- 
^' filed, separate firom sinners, and maSehighet 
" than the heavens : who, when he had offered 
" up himself, and made one sacrifice for sin^ 
^' ibr ever sat down on the right hand crif 6od^ 
*^ where he ever liveth to make intercession 
^' foi us/'^ If their priests, to expiate the 
guilt of ibeir penitent offenders, enjoined painful 
penances, and fatiguing ceremonies, let us be 
grateful for the cheering invitation that Jesus 
gives to aU, who groan under the burden of their 
sins. ** Come unto me, all ye that labor and 

* Heb. vii. 27.* ! Heb. iv. 6^ ? Heb. vii. W. 

u,g,uzeuoy^wOgle 



148 

'' are heavy kden^and I will give yoa rest. 
''Take my yoke upon yoa^ and learn of me^ for 
^' I am meek and lowly of hearty and ye shall 
'' find rest nnto your souls : for my yoke is easy^ 
'' jmd my burden is light." ' 
' If Pagan worshippers were not allowed to 
enter their mysterious sanctuary^ which was 
Udden from the public eye^ and closed to the 
access of the multitude ; let, us rejoice that we 
may have *' boldness to enter into the holiest by 
*' the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way^ 
'^ which he has ^consecrated for us through his 
"flesh/'* 

If our temples boast not the workmanship of 
successive ages, nor the wealth of tributary 
nations, let the . heart of every true Christian 
be the temple of that God whom the heaven 
and ''heaven of heavens cannot .contain, much 
"less a house builded by human hands."' 
If we do not bring the votive gifts to the 
molten shrine, to conciliate the fietvor, or de- 
precate the vengeance of Gods of w:ood and 

I Matt xh 28, 29, 39. * Heb, x. 19, 20. 

i 1 Kioga viii. 27. 
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9tgm!^, '^ knowing tiiat we «re not ledmBoted 
^ with oorraptiUe things as sihrer, and ^d, 
'^ b«it wiib ae precious Uood of Christ,''' 
let US offer the sacrifice of a broken spkit 
and a contrite hearty which QoA wiH not 
despise ; having this assoranee, that if onr sa- 
anfUxt Us siuKftified by faith and bnniiUty, and 
ojffnred in spirit and in tmtbi the unppIicaliDg 
prayer of repentant guilts and tibe grateful voice 
ofthanfcflgJYJng which resound from onr humble, 
bat haUowed roofs, will through the mediation 
of a Saviour be registered on bigji^ in a temple 
^' not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens/' 
If the accumulated riches of those far- 
famed temples pf Greece and Rome ; if those ^ 
treasures,.4he magnificent but perishable tribute 
of superstition; if the costly but vain offei^ 
ing of gratitude, and the exquisitely wrought but 
unavailing propitiation for ^im. have sunk into 
oblivion, corrupted by *' the moth and rust/' 
and fidlenthe prey of the cruel spoiler ; l^t us not 
hope to preserve those Idols we have set up in 

. ^ 1 Pet, i. 18, 19, 
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cur hearts, iror tfactse WeasiucQB iD>^ 
bat rather Jet us lay up for qmge\veB ** treasures 
'' in Heaven, where neither ^tb/^or rust doth 
" c^frupt^ and where ihieye^S^ nut; break 
'* through nor steal. For where Ufur treo^tee is 
*' there will onr heart be also/' ■ 

From their altars streaining with the blood of 
balls and: goats, which could not take away 
sin,* let us turn to that all-sufficient atone- 
ment and eternal redemption, that we haVe 
obtained* through Ibe btood of Christ; from 
their' Iamb without spot and blemish, renewed 
every year, let us look to the Lamb of God, by 
which ^^ one offering, we are aU sanctified, once 
" for all," ^ and from their festive board, 
covered with the smoking victim, and adorned 
with the fir^t fruits of spring and autumn, let 
us draw near with faith to the Holy Table, pro- 
vided with the precious body and blood of 
Christ, by which his sacrifice is kept alive in our 
hearte, and we show forth his death till he come.^ 

^ » Mattf#: 120, 21. * Ilcb. X. 4. ^ Heb. x. la 

O ^ ♦ l€or.xi.26. ' '.\^O^wI>. 
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